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took in whatever feem’d moft 
material to the defence, in gene- 


ral, of this particular branch of 
:evelation. How weil he has 
fupported the character of a 


champion for reveal’d religion, 
will appear from a diftinct view 
of the eilay before us; the 
reader will fee, however, that 
tho’ it contains fomething really 
new, itat the fame time revives a 
few ancient notions, and later 
conceits, which the generality of 
chriftrans have ufually confidered 
as errors, to fay no worfe of 
them. 

He fets out with giving what 
he terms the general purport of the 
firit chapters of Genefis. In this 
view, he obierves, that man was 
created in a ftate of innocence 
and happinefs, which he loft 

y his difobedience. ‘** It does 
“* not, fays our author, appear 
from the account we have of 
th ¢ matter (in the book ef Ge- 


«e 
ee 


“© nefis) nor can be direétly in- 
“© ferr'd from it, that men are 
“© born with any pravity, cor- 
‘S ruption, or weaknefs in their 
6 nature, but what Adam had 
sas well, ike before, as 
«¢ after his fall.” Io which it 
may be replied, that other parts 
of the facred writings are more 
exprefs on the fatal confeguences 
ot the lis and tell US, Tt at vy 
one man's dijobedience, many Wwe 

made finners, Nc. But, this wi 
not | {5 ror ‘ i thority ; 
and we thal! fee hereafter, why 
our ailertor of divine evelat Nn 


- 1} > ’ : . . : . 
auows ii tk Ol no Weiviit to t 


-, Ft Pe _ nm th sf 

apolcolicai writings, in the mean 
. . . ‘ ’ 

me if might be asaeu, what 
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ravity, what corruption, what 
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weakne/s can be fuppofed in ma 


foever My 89 








before his fall, while he was i 
mocent and happy 2 Whethe 
Gop would, on a review of hg 
works, have pronounced them a 
very good, it man had originally 
been that weak, incontiftent cre 
ture he nowis? So true b tha 
excellent obfervation Mr. 
Pafcal, that bow pol a Ti 
fi im may ap! pear wy 
man, he ts himjelf @ greater rid. 
dle, without fupps ing ond admit. 
ting wt, 

It is afferted, 












h Swe C sy that 








*¢ tho’ man by his difobedience 
‘© was made fubject to death, 
cc 


and the various ailments and 
‘© infirmities that attend it; the 
frame of his mind was ftill the 
‘© fame; his liberty was not a: 














‘* tered; and the whole diffe 
“© rence in regard to Adam, and 
‘+ his pofteritv, was, that ther 
*“* {tate and circumftances her 
** on earth were changed: i 
‘** ttead of mortal, they wer 
ee 


become temporary beings ; it 
ain ¢ afy and unditturbed 
were doom’d toa 
and afflicted one.” 
were death, infirm 
entailed on th 






‘© ftead of a 
condition, 
laborious 
But, why 


tics, labour, oe. 
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ae 


« had no fhare in this particular foon as the world grew popu- 
« guilt, fhould finally fuffer, or lous, even the poiterity, the 
« be the worfe for it.” Here} * whole pofterity of Szth, ex- 
follow the prom: ife made by the} ** cept Noa> and his family, a 
Almighty of a Redeemer, andj ‘* well as that of Cazm, plunged 


ce 








that of multiplying Abraham's} SS themfelves into tin, and virtue, 
pofterity. “All which ng im-| ** and the fear of Goo were 

i ply, that G 2D would in time} ** totally abandoned.” 

“ raife up a man of the race of The fecond chapter begins 

“ fdam, by Abraham, who | with fome reflections on the frailty 

“ fhould repair all the mifchiefs | and infuficiency of human na- 

“ &%-" Here Gon is repr "| ture: the bad ufé man made of 


fented like a politician baffled in| his reafon durwno the firft two 
his projected meatures, and having | thoufand years of the world, 
recourfe to new plans. Thus, | or the weaknefS of that faculty in 
‘“ fays our author, the firf 


| Compar! m of the paimons, if, 


’ 
- 
ee 


“ fcheme being fet afide by the] with this pleafant obfervation, 
“ tranfgreffion of our ancettor, | that the paffions ** were at firftat 
“ Gop in his wifdom prepares a} ** their full growth, and could be 
“ fecond, whereby the pofterity | ** urged to no higher pitch ; 
% of Adam fhould be fully re- | ** while reafon was feeble, and 
a compented in another world] ** in its childhood, and unfit for 
“for what they were made; ** a conteft, which it is fcarce 
* liable to in this, through his} ** equal to in its matureft ftate.”’ 
* crime.’ The  repara ration | It is no fma!] confolation to 
would have been more comple it, | thote, who, in this enlighten’d ag 
and, according to the prin nciples | are, by way of contempt, _ ttiled 
of fach as de ny criginal fin, more| Believers, that their adverfaries 
nit, if his innocent potterity had | cannot explain their own wonder- 
been, in this world, rettored to ful f/fem, without making Gop 
all the advantages forteited by the] the author of evil; for f he mutt 
ottender. be, if this waste cafe of man 
Thus much for the Fa//. Thej before the fall. How much more 
Myfaic accounts of what pafled | fimple and confiftent is it to fay, 
rom Adam down to Noah, are| that man by his difobedience be- 
extremely fhort; but our au-| came fubject to ignorance and 
thor thinks, ¢* jt may be col- | concupiicence: that his liberty 
“lected from the m, that the, was weaken’d, Ge. and that 
poterity of Cain, either led | thefe miferies were relieved, thefe 
“7 infirmities aififed by the grace of 





“ 


by his example, or rather 
from the natural imbecillity of | the Redeemer? Mr. Welfled 

* their minds (an ambex tllty very potitive that, in the firft 
which Adam had as well, and ages, mankind was utterly igno- 
alike before, as after the fall) \ rant of the true nature and unity 
trod in his Reps, and went|of Gop, his omniprefeace, and 


moftly into evil courfes.---As | eternal exiftence, of his provi- 
R 2 dential 
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- his creation, and 
our continual dependence on him. 
«¢ Thefe, he tells us, theo- 
ries, which, if difcoverable at 
all by reafon, are not fo with- 
out a vait ftretch of mind, 
in very long deductions, or in 


dential care ove: 


are 
ec 


e< 
ae 


es 


“< very metaphyfical arguments, 

ee es te 
66 which few evea now are ¢ apable 
<* of entering into.”” To which 


he confidently adds, that ** as to 


«© the capital grand point, the 
¢$ godtrine of a future itate oO} 
«¢ all others m productive of 


“© true goodnets, there mu/? have 
6 deen allo in ve times an utter 


a an 
VAs l ne ater 
the firit race 


, ’ 
\\ mcn 
’ - 
Che 
of 


6e Wnorance 
he adds: 


S¢ days (thole of 


“* men) and that through feveral 
*¢ fucceifive lights and afliltances, 
“ e’er Auman reajan came to be 
in meature uniform 


an 
and a monitor to 
[t is not fo at this 


any 


- 
** guide, 


he 


124 The LITERARY MAGAZINE Arr, 4: 








“ time, but to 4 very fmiall 

** number ; confequently, in its 

“© origin and infancy, it mult have 

*¢ been far tiom be con 

$6 tent rule, and fu 

“© wa dt S W , a | 

ee 1) i Ve Oo; t} I ic city ” 

This beine laid « the | 
bafis of a flructure compofed of | 
old and new materials ci Tat ruils 

datermixed, Mr. WV eljed propoles 

to explain the various methods 


and provifions made ufe of by 
Gop for man im the 
exercife of 
him to attain all the happ! nels, 
deftined for him is 
But, before he procee 
himéelf under a neceflity of faying 
fomething to an objection, which 
1K leed, accordin g tv the uociruie 


alliftin: 


vutue, 


ifs fiate. 


1G cna bling 





logic 
ds, he thinks | 


of his treatife, is not a little for. 


midable. He has fuppofed it 
‘* was not in men’s power, or 
¢ 


not without great and almof 
infuperable difficulty, to live 
well and vi And 
mu {t fuppofe this Adams 
cale before the fall; for he 
Sy pa; that * hig 
bildren had the fame power 
‘* and freedom derived to them, 


6 


s6 rtuoufly og 


“ie 
cven 
exprefly fays, 
tc 


oy 
i? 
> 


‘© which he had, and the fame 
sé ability, VV hatever that Was, 
$*¢ to pleate or difpleafe Gop, 
** to follow or depart from the 
ee 


‘ , 
dictates ot nature.’ 


This 
being the cafe, it is asked, how 
men could jullly be punifhed 
The anfwer is profound and fur 
prifingly The 
** were not in effect punithed, if 
I may give it that name, other 
wife than mece/fity and their 
** own BoC yd required, —— 
** after their degeneracy was grown 
*© to fuch a hei wht and uni iveriality, 
** that no means of reformation 
** were left, an all-zood Creator 
to go on 


i cr. tr — 
bil} iwiCiOry, 


+ 


i ‘py 
‘ ‘ _ *,. - 
Uilel LOINne’s 


“ein that courfe ; and it Wa 
‘¢ more merciful far to extermr 
** nate that race at once, than 
‘* to let them live any longer, 
‘© overwhelm’d in fin and miferyy 
“ &S¢, What fine reafoners 
our learned times produce ! The 


firit race of men ** were nece/farv 
‘* deftitute of the great incite 
” ments to, and fupports of vit 
‘© tue,” page 16; and yet ther 
were cut off for their fins. Ths 
is indeed fomewhat above 
our comprehention. Numbers d 


the whole world, cig* 


men, 
perfons only excepted, deftroy’s 
and that by an e/l-goed Grails 


























































































Art. 1S. 


J), to avoid it. 


When this part 


ot the Coneu F 4 of Provid nce 1S 


re 


sonciled to Mr. Weltied’s wea ot 


the goodne/s and juftice of Gon, 
ic will be time to cal for an ex- 


planation of the ¢ 


sNumunication 


~ ‘ , . , gf ‘ ° . fd, —_ f 
of original fin, ana tix juruce Ol 


‘imputation to 4 


the deluge. 


’ ns pofterity. 
The third chapter opens with 
“ And nc fays 


ur 


wv»9 


«Mr. Weled, the great plan 


grit of thefe was nece/Jury; becaufe, | 


“ 


« for man’s redemption and hap- 


pinels is going into execution. .. 


__ <a a: o 
For the accomplifhing of this, 


and to the end that Gop’s 
promi frowun the world no 
mre might ftand inviolable, | 
two things were chiefly and 


ind. jer; sbly of 


cue 
we mee 


importance ; 
to prevent the fame de- 


‘generacy fiom prevailing at 


any time after the flood , and 
to keep the knowledge of one 
Gop, Maker of heaven and 
earth, from being quite loit 
and funk in idolatry.”” The 


pita total lofs of virtue and good- 
pucl had happen’d a fecond time, 
p the fame remedy would have been 
roquired azain: Our author is very 
pPeutive, that ** another univerfal 


" corruption 


muft have 


pro- 
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for their degeneracy; and yet it 
was hardly in their power, if at 











—————o 


“duc'd another univerfal de-. 


“ 
luze 


74 


* deavours, 


“ iekindle the Iparks of dying} 


; mo reformation, tn 
that flate, being to be hoped 


for, or effected ;” and ‘¢ that, 


in fuch a fituation, there is no 
foom even for the influences 
of Gon’s grace and /pirit, 
Which are fuppofed to come 
wy in aid of men’s own en- 
Thefe, fays he, may 


| 









1736, 125 
‘¢ religion ; but mever create virtue 
“© and goodnels where they are 
“ not, Ge.” The neceffity of 
the fecond thing here required, is 
founded on two fuppofitions: that 
idolatry ‘* mu/? of courfe, without 
** the divine interpofition, foan 
have become univerfal ;” and 
that, had it once been fo, it 
mufi have continued fo; if no 
one nation had had the know- 
ledge of Gop, all others would 
have remain’d without it.” 

We refer the curious to the 
treatife itielf for the proofs of 
thefe two fuppolitions ; and pro- 
ceed to the fourth chapter, in 
which the author undertakes to 
confider, as he calls it, the firf 
of thefe branches, vz. the 
preventing a fecond total lofs of 
virtue and goodnels, ‘The pride 
and madnels of men infpiring 
them with the unaccountable 
project of building a tower which 
fhould reach to heaven, we are 
told it was needful, not that the 
wiflom of Gop thought proper, 
to interpofe. But the fame ftrain 
runs through the whole treatile ; 
and our author every where {peaks 
as if he had adequate ideas of -the 
wijdom, jufluwe, Gc. of Gon, 
and knew periectly well that the 
Almighty muff in particular cafes 
have done this or that, and could 
have done nothing elfe fo proper, 
and fo well fuited to the refpective 
ends. But to proceed ; it pleafed 
Gop, ‘‘as the ftte/? means for 
‘© remedying the mifchiefs at 
‘© hand, and in order to make 
way for farther applications of 
his wifdom, to {catter mankind, 
and divide them into feveral 
people and languages.” — 
this 


ee 


“é 
cc 
“< 
66 
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this was the 4/f and moft effeétual, 
if not the only method, the divine 
Wifdom could have employ’d for 
preventing the wickednefs, tnto 
which men were haftening, ts to be 
fhewn in the fequel of this chapter. 
The reafons here alledged are, that 
this wickednefs and thefe wick- 
ed projects were no longer to 
be contrived or carried on unani- 
moufly and univerfally: the ir- 
regula: ities, Which might have 
their birth from a few men, could 
not now be propagated to great 
numbers : the tokens of divine 
wrath, levelled on one people for 
their fins, might prove a warning 
to others: men might thus be 
mace checks reciprocally on each 
other, and become inftruments in 
the hands of Gop of rewards and 
chatftifements. On this footing, 
our author infers it was morally 
impoffible that an univerfal dege- 
neracy fhould ever take place again. 

‘© Over and above this, fays 
it pleafed Gop, at ditte- 
to fend into the 
perfons excellent 
haman 
ty 
prace 


he, 
rent 
world divers 


_— . 
times, 


for the edification of 
nature, and remarkably 
luminate and pour his 
and favour on them to 
end.” Among thefe are placed 
the heroes, whom the great 
writers of antiquity mention in 
their fables and allegories, as 
defcended from the gods, ‘© that 
fays Mr. Welfted, they 
“<< were enlightened by the Gop 
*¢ of gods, and, through his fpecial 
** favour, cleared the miiis from 
“¢ men’s eyes, and fhew'd them 
“¢ the paths to truth and virtue,” 
It might, perhaps, feem a little 
uncharitable to fay our author 


ee 


«ce 


as Is, 


] ee iT vhs 


this | 





ranks thefe pagan heroes 
thofe mentioned in the Old Tet 
ment, and afcribes no other ; info 
tion to the latter than tothe forme 
but a common reader would | 
apt to fufpect him in this poig 
** Early, and at the head of the 
‘<< who appear’d in this high ay 
facred characte Ty, were Are 
ham, Lot Melchize Ae ‘A, Ja 
at leaft the writer of the boo 
of ‘Fob, and others probably, 
whofe names we have not hear! 
which he ad& 


of.” To 
After them arofe Herm. 
, US, Pythavore. 


ee 
ee 
+e 
ec 


¢ 





—— 








‘cond efiential in the Scheme ¢ 


Lorsafter, Orp! 

Numa, Cyrus, and the fever 
great poets, law-givers, a 
philofophers among the Gre 
and Romans.’’ 
We are come now to the & 
Providence, viz. the keeping the 
knowledge of the only tn 
Gop, from being wholly lok; 
which, according. to our author 
could not ‘* prot yably have beens 
wel] by feparating 
from the reft of the world,a 
particular peopie training 
them gradually in that know 
ledge.” This being fu 
he, in his fifth and fixth chap 
ters, undertakes to produce am 
explain the feveral tteps, whie 
it p! eafed Gop to ta Kes in orde 
to fupport, and make good ths 
bran 1 of his Sy/em. 

Here we have the hiftory of t 
peo ple of Gop, from the call a 
Abraham, to their leaving Egy 
with our author’s opin yn on tit 
fitnefs of the means ufed on et 
occafion, and at each juncture 
In the feventh chapter, 1s confider? 


what was farther required for p 
ferviss 


done 9 aS 
ce 


5 aid 


&¢ poles, 
‘ 


























































Arr. 18. 
ferving Gop’s truc w 
telief among = the yews ; for 
Mr. Welffed is of opinion, that, 
« whatever was paft, would have 
« Joft its force, but for what 
“ came after.” This is followed 
by the U/raelites journey through 
the wildernefs, the miracles done 
in their favour, the delivery of 
the law, with its character, Se. 
The eighth chapter opens with 
the fecond commandment, and 
we are now to fee how wi/iting 
the iniquities of the fathers on the 
children unto the third and fourth 
Egenration, is to be underitood. 
« To punifh the innocent, — for 
“the faults of the guilty ; and 
to reward the guilty, for the 
“deeds of the innocent, &c. 


worfhip and 


is what at firft fight flies in 
i the face of reafon, fays Mr. 
“ Welfed, it thwarts, and con- 
“ founds all our ideas of juftice 


“and goodnefs, and is contrary 
“to our cleareft conceptions of 
“the nature and attributes of 
“ Gop.”---- ** Tho’ the good- 
“nefs of a maxim or action, 


“will not prove alone, that it | 


‘comes from Gop ; yet its bad- 
‘nefs will always prove, that 
Mit docs not come from him. 
‘Tho’ a principle or action is 
‘Mot made jult, becaufe it is 
‘from him ; yet its being un- 
* juft, abfolutely fhews it is not 
‘from him.” 4 principle or 
‘tion 1s not made ju/t, becaufe tt 
i from him! It is not indeed the 
it time this language has been 
eard ; but we have reafon to 
mplain, it was never made in- 
“uigible, Certainly, if we are 
“e convinced of the fact, that 
* principle or action dees come 
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1736, 127 
from Gon, it follows, that it is, 
and mutt be juft, tho’ our finite 
and limited capacities may not 





always clearly and diftinetly con- 
ceive the reafon of it. No; dut 
| its being unjuft, abjolutely phews it 
as not from him; that is, what- 
ever feems to clafh witb our fhal- 
low notions of juitice, muft be 
rejected, as not coming from 
Gop ; and no teitimony, in fa- 
vour of revelation, mu? be ad- 
mitted, how ftrong foever it may 
| be, it our foveraign lady, human 
| reafon, which ts all along own’d 
to be very weak, thinks fit to 
pronounce it contains fomething 
unjuft, This is no better than 
deftroying, or difcrediting all the 
exterior evidence for divine reve- 
lation, and refolving all into ca- 
price, enthufiafm, and the wildeft 
uncertainty. Does our author 
expect every man will fee with 
his eyes, or judge with his judg- 
ment? If not, and if others are 
at full liberty to purfue their own 
notions, and decide according to 
their own ideas of fitnefs, ju- 








{tice and goodnefs, independent 
of actual revelation, feveral ac- 
tions, ce. which he reccives, 
as juft, will be pronounced unjuft, 
and contequently not coming from 
Gon. 

But let us fee how the menace 
pronounced in the fecond com- 
mandment is juftified by our learn- 
ed commentator. ‘* It is, favs 
“ he, to be underftood in a 
«¢ Jimited fenfe, and as confined 
“© to one particular cafe, that is, 


‘Sas regarding alone the fin of 





“¢ idolatry ; and this only with 
refpect to the “Fews.” But 


how will this reftridtion falve the 


ce 





matters ? 
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matter? One particular people, 
at leatt, are to be punifh’d for one 
fin, committed by their fathers ; 
which wil] {till be unjutt, according 
to Mr. Weled’s notion ol juitice. 
But to precess 5 ‘© that it was 
** originally intended to be fo 
oun fer ite sod, is plain from hence, 
*¢ that thefe words for I the Lord 
“© thy Gop am a jealous Gov, 
“© wiftting the inquities, &c. are 
‘© annex’d to this commandment 
“© only, and not to the reft.” 
Not to mention feveral cafes in 
{cripture, where children were 
wifsted, that is, temporally afflicted 


for the iins of their father, the 
very words under coniideration 


uled in a 


are, Exod. xxxiv. 7. 

general fenfe, and without the 
reitriction here produced. Which 
fpoils a deal of the author’s fine 
reafoning on this occalion. He 
labours hard, however, to prove 
the juitice of Gop’s conduct in 


but unfor- 
uments, if 
otience be 


this particular cate ; 
tunately all his arg 


they may without 
called lo, rece i] on himfelf. 
“© Circumittances, he tells us, 


‘© give things another nature and 


** efience : .particular times and 
= oo wis, expe wency Or he- 
‘© cefity, alter the reaion of ac- 
*¢ ¢) nN, « id the {} ndard ol rizht 
*S and wrong.” ‘Tho’ this way 
of ipeaking is very far from exact, 
it tseafy to reply that this diverfity 
of circumttances, Ge. may hap- 
pen in cafe m contequent 
ly yaltii stat » the children 
fy r other <« ritves belide idolatry. 
It would be endlets to purfue 
Our atthor ftep by fiep; let us 
theretore proceed to his ninth 
chapter, which ts very fhort, and 
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contains littl more than 2 piew 


for fo 7h tary QlzeS, | fr "Nl 








of felf-congratulation on havi 


vindicated the juitice and voodnel 
the particular ke 
deftruction 
the Canaanites, and the {pirit g 
. In the tenth, 
it is obferv’d, that the methods ufj 
by Gop in regard to his peopl 


of Gop in 
mention’d the 


the “fewi/h law. 


“© had a due and proper effect; 
‘© however not fuch, as render 
‘¢ farther interpolitions of tk 
*¢ divine power needlefs ;” g 
appears from their frequent wm 
lapfes into idolatry, before th 
captivity. This remark is fh 
lowed by the difpofitions of th 
Jews and the ftate of the heathes 
world, at the time when tk 
Meffiah appear’d. But Porply 
asked, w/y a merciful Gop call 
Adan 
and from Motes 4 
fuffer whole natiomn 
norance of be 


ta Motes, 
CHRIST, 
peri/h, +s zh ig 


will and law : - and why it wh 
nece/Jary for CHRIST é come 
late, and not before an innumerahl 


multitude of men had been bt 
Mr. [Veiled knows, or ought 0 
have kn that the real to 
fuch queftions is, that they pm 
fuppolit : that 
fais the 


Wily 


ceed on a falle 
the 


7, ‘effi 2 Was oO 


Divine juttice for the {ins of al 
Mer, bo th the fe w ho had lived 


and thofe wh 


after : that mé 


his time, 
fhould be born | 
view of this fatisfaction, and ™ 
the merits of the JJ/¢/fia>, me 
might, even betore his comily 
have fanctified themfeives, 
obtain’d ion of their 1% 
But fuch a reply did not {uit wis 
his favourite Scheme ; 


10 ry in» 
eleventh and twelitn 


before 


rem: 


Ci pa apie 7 
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Ant. 18. 
ing on a fuppofition, which 
no real chriftian makes, VIZ. 
& that all, who lived before 
« Curist, whether ews or 
“ Gentiles, are perifhed, or ina 
«“ flate of damnation, by their 
« being incapable on that account 
« of any benefit from his merits,” 
he quite throws off the veil and 
fteps forth a worthy difciple of 
Sinus. “In refpect of CHRIsT’s 
“ merits, fays our author, 
his redemption, and fatisfactron 
“ for fins, thefe are, in reality, 
“a fet of phrafes, or notions, 
“ which have ufurped a meaning 
“that, I hope, does not belong 
“tothem..... Tis true, the 
« apofiles fometimes make men- 
“ tion of atonement and expiation ; 
“ but thefe expreffions, when 
“ulfed by them, are either a 
of {peaking and 
“ defcription, and in allufion to 
“ the rites of the Adp/aic inftitu- 
“tion; or elfe are urged by 
“them in their reafonings and 
“debates with the Fews, as fit 
“arguments to them, We. 

Mr. Welfled was fenfible that 
St. Paul has on feveral occafions 
exprefs'd himfelf with great 
plainnefs and ftrength concerning 
the fatisfaction of Curist, the 
redemption, €&%c. and therefore 
goes a fhort way to work, and 
difqualifies all the apoftles as wit- 
nefles for thofe articles of our 
bith, * The apottles, no doubt, 
ee perfons highly favour’d of 
« 2°» and fo far under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, as 
«, Vas neceliary to enable them 
i to execute their great truft, 
: Which Was to inform mankind 

of the truth of thofe wondrous 


“ tpcal way 
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** facts the refurreétion and afcen™ 
<¢ fion..... They do not feem 
“to infift on all they fay, as 
“© abfolutcly infpired, and, on fome 
“* occafions, they actually difclain 
‘¢ infpirations.” What, in the 
name of common fenfe, can be 
meant by the words laft quoted ? 
St. Paul doth indeed own he has 
no command of the LORD, concern- 
ing virgins, or which obliges to 
virginity ; but is this di/claiming 
in/piration ? 

Is it not highly probable that 
Mr. Welfted was in great want 
of fleep when he wrote the fol- 
lowing period? ‘* A great part of 
** chriftians prefer, fir, the 
“* difcourfes of the apo/fles to 
“© thofe of their Matter : then the 
** writings and opinions of the 
“¢ fathers to thofe of the apoffles ; 
*¢ and laftly, the decifions and 
“¢ judgment of the modera church 
“‘ to the decifions of both the 
*¢ others.” It does not indeed 
appear in what order he receives 
thefe feveral teftimonics, or what 
credit he is willing to allow cither 
of them apart, or all together ; 
but it is evident, from the whole 
tenour of his treatife, that he 
places his own darling notions 
above them all; and is ever un- 
willing to allow any thing divinely 
revealed, which does not fuit 
with them. ‘Thus, for example, 
‘© Meffiah came not to expiate 
“© paft tranfgreffions fo much, 
“6 as to provide again{ft future 
“ ones..... the main drift of 
<¢ Curist’s miffion was to bring 
‘© mankind to a perfect know- 
<¢ ledge of the true Gop, and 
“sof ‘the abfolute unity of his 
“© nature..... and to prevent 
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** all confufion and perplexity of | 
** ideas in this point, our LorpD 


* frequently ftiles himfelf the Son 
** of man; at the fame time that 
** he is moft properly, and in 
** 3 fuperlative manner, the Son of 
“ Gop. This is my beloved Son, 
“© éc, that is, this is the /acred 
*© Perfin, fo eminently favour'd 
*© and beloved by me; and this 
“© day he enters his fublime, il- 
© Juftrious office of CHRIST, 
** Meffiah, lord aad judge of 
‘6 this world...... If the 
$¢ paffage be underitood, as I 
¢¢ have explain’d it, it is, I will 
‘© dare to fay, the fineft inftance 
‘© of figurative fpeech that can 
‘© be conceived, and moft admi- 
‘© sably expreflive of, and fuited 
‘© tothe majefty of the thing it 
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¢¢ reprefents...... Thus is 
‘“ Cyurist the Sonof Gop 
‘Sin a fenfe more excellent 
6© far than any other of the angels 
‘© of Gop, who are alfo often 
* call’d in fcripture the fons of 
‘© Gop.” The reft of this 
chapter is all in the fame ftrain ; 
but as the proper divinity of JEsus 
Curist has been abundantly 
proved beyond any reafonable 
contradictions, +e fhall pafs on 
to the conclution of the treatife 
before us. 

Our author here congratulates 
the rational and virtuous part of 
the des/?s on the good effects of 
their endeavours, no doubt unde- 
figned by them, and returns them 
thanks for the fervice, which he 
thinks they have done to the 
caufe of Gop and chrifiianity ; 
nothing fo much aiding and pro- 
moting the interefts of the true 


religion as a free and unreferved | 


——— 


enquiry into it. 
ever, according to him, is ne 
criminal, tho’ it may be anrg 


fonable, 
ec 


Infidelity, how. 


He pailes by ** the rabble 
of Free-thinkers, however 
with all the charity and op 
" tempt, that can be in a man’ 
*© heart.” One would be temp. 
ed to enquire what notion thi 
worthy gentleman entertains ¢ 
charity, when he fuppofes it com. 
patible with contempt. ‘© They 
‘are, fays he, libertines, fam 
“© ties, pedlars, any thing yo 
‘* pleafe, but not, in propriety, 
*¢ deifis.” The ladies, it feems 
are got into this mode; whoa 
the author, very politely fay, 
“© one can neither convince b 
‘“* yeajon, nor reprove without 
66 gil-manners.” ‘The characte 


ee 


of a true Free-thinker is fo facred, 


that men who have neither fenk 
nor learning have no right toi 
*© Such perfons, according to ths 
*¢ writer, ought to keep to th 
°* track, and to the commas 
“¢ they were brought up in; é 
‘‘ their fathers were churchma, 
*¢ they ought to be churchma; 


‘¢ if their fathers were muggletm 
‘© ans, it behoves them alfo® 
6é 


be muggletenians.”’ Is not ths 
moft pleafant cafuiftry? Be 
what follows is, at leait, as & 
traordinary. ‘** Believing, I wi 
*¢ allow, is very generally # 
‘* an infirmity ; tis the property 
‘© of weak and ignorant minds. 
a perfon may be excufed, wl 
‘has no reafon of his fail 
“¢ but it is utterly unfair in me 
“to have no reafon for thet 
*¢ inhdelity.” We are not tok 
furprifed at thefe flights, fince x 
author kindly promifes, in ¥ 
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-wedaétion, not to load his trea- | honour, that he has faithfully 
tie with fuperfluous erudition ; | kept his word through the whole. 


and it muft be own’d, to his 
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ARTICLE XIX. 


The Life of the Emperor JULIAN, continued ; being the Sequel of 
Article XII. 


ULIAN, being now re- 

turned to Con/lantinople, 
gain'd the affections of the people 
by an air of modefty and populari- 
ty, which was as new as engaging. 
Conflantius had treated the fenate 
with haughtinefs. He fent for 
the members of that illuftrious 
body, not with a defign of con- 
fuling them, but of roughly 
fignifying his will and pleafure. 
He never allow’d them to fit in 
his prefence, or appear in their 
allemblies, On the contrary, 
Julian was conftant in his at- 
tendaace at their mectings, and 
illow’d every one to give his 
opinion with full liberty. Our 
hiftorian tells us, he was the firit 
and laft of the emperors, fince 
Fulius Cefar, who made a practice 
of haranguing the fenate. If this 
be true, Tacitus and Dion Caffius 
mult have made feveral fpeeches 
of that kind, which they put 
into the mouths of Augu/fus and 
Tiberius, 

{he new emperor’s promotion 
had not made him forget Maximus 
and Chryfanthus. He invited 
them to Con/fantinople, in order 
t0 divide the cares of the govern- 
ment with him. Thofe philofo- 

who were at Sardis, when 
they receiv'd Fulian’s letter, had 
Moure to the myfterics of the- 


urgy, to know whether they 
fhould undertake the journey. 
Chry/anthus terrified at the refult 
of the operation, retir’d, and 
remain’d at a diftance from the 
imperial city ; but Maximus, 
blinded by his ambition, defpifed 
the prognoftics, and haften’d to 
court, where he ruled both the 
empire and the emperor. Here our 
author gives us a fhort hittory of 
the fate of Adaximus, in the 
reign of Valens, to fhew that 
Chryjanthus had a@ted with more 
prudence than his friend. 

Julian, who had fworn the 
dettruction of chriftianity, formed 
a refolution of condemning its 
profeffors to ignorance, by for- 
bidding them to learn or teach the 
Grecian fciences. Mortified at 
the ufe, which the chriftians made 
of the {tudy of antiquity, of elo- 
quence and logic, in refuting 
error and eftablifhing the truth, 
he made a law, which gave them 
the choice of ee the 
gods, or confining themfelves to 
the explanation of Luke and Mat- 
thew, in the churches of the 
Galileans. | How  contemptibly 
foever the emperor affected to 
{peak of the chriftians, he was 
but too well convinced that they 
were in pofleffion of all the virtues, 





| fupported by a wife and regular 
S2 difcipline ; 
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difcipline ; and the contract be- 
tween their morals and thofe of 
the idolaters, reflected more dii- 
grace on paganifm, than ‘Julian 
with all his power could give it 
credit or authority. He therefore 
enter’d into a project of oppofing 
virtucs to virtues, and difcipline 
to difcipline; in fine, of reform- 


ing idolatry ; which his hiftorian 


calls dreffing fe 
wifdem. In this view, he began 
his reformation with the priefts 
and pontiffs ; and borrow’d fome 
of the pureft maxims of chriftiani- 


ty, fome of the mott holy cuftoms | 


and regulations of the church, 
which our author gives at large 
from three of the empcror’s let- 
ters, 

Such were the means, which 
Jul an employ "d for g giving page- 
nifm credit in the world . while he 
had recourfe to low and un- 
worthy artifices for furprifing the 
chriftians into aéts of idolatry. 
It was cuftomary at that time to 
pay to the images of the emperors, 
as well as to their perfons, a re- 
fpe&t which was termed adoration. 
As this refpect was merely of a 
civil mature, the chriftians made 
no difficulty of conforming to it. 

wlian, who turn’d every thing 
to the advantage of pagani{m, 
caufed himielf to be represented 
with his gods. In one piece, 
for example, was Jupiter offering 
him the imperial diadem and the 
purple; while Afars and 14. 
beheld the prince with an air of 
complaifance, and feem’d to ap- 
plaud his valour and eloquence. 
‘Thus the chrithans were reduced to 
the unhappy alternative of feeming 
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either ty advice the pagan divinities, 


} CUury 


ally in the livery of 
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} or to fail in their refpe& to the 


emperor ; and accordingly, thog 
who had penetration enox oh t 
difcern the fhare, and confcieye 
enough to avoid falling into 
were “treated as rebels, and punifh. 
ed as traitors. ‘Tho’ this diabol 
cal policy made fome apoffaie, 
it multiplied the number of cap. 
feflors, whofe generous {uttering 
procured them all the merit an 
honour of martyrdom, 

Julian depriv ed the ecclefiattig 
of the immunities granted them 
by Con/lantine and his fons ; an 
{tripped the churches of the re 
venues which thofe princes hal 
afligned for the maintenance ¢ 
the clergy, and the poor. If tk 
injured chriftians offer’d to com 
plain of this treatment, they wer 
that Their admirable lm 

Doin Lifes the ing dom of heavent 
the poor: that at was but reajonahe 
to facilitate ther journey: thi 
poverty would render them wifes 
this world, and happy in the next, 

In a reign fo favourable tof 
ganifm, the perfecution foon & 
came general, efpecially in th 
eatt, ¥ he churches were me 
(dered, burnt, demolifhed, « 
profaned : the tombs of the mi 
tyrs deftroy’d : their bones throw 
into the fire with the bone 
beafts, and the afhes fcatter'd # 
the air. “Che idolaters of Pa 
Line and Phenicia committed be 
barities equal to thofe prachie 
under Diselefian. Futian, tw 
rounded by pagans, might pot 
be unacquainted with. fome ¢ 
thofe extravagancies ; but hee 
cufed others in confideration 4 
the zeal and intention of th 
who excceded his orders. © 
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Ant. 19- - 
this we have the following inftance. 
The inhabitants of . Gaza had 

fome chriftians ; and 
rreated their dead bodies with the 
fime wanton cruelty that was 
efewhere exercifed on the relics 
of the martyrs. ‘The governor 
of that province was one of thofe, 
who hefitate between their duty 
and their fortune, and would fain 
make them go hand in hand. 
He had imprifoned a {mall num- 
ber of the moft feditious pagans, 
after pafling fentence of death on 
feveral chriftians. The city of 
Geza, which expected the moft 
fevere correction from the empe- 
ror, was agreeably furprifed to 
hear the governor was difgraced 
and banifhed for his conduct to 
the pagans. Ought you, faid 
Julian, to imprifon Greeks for 
taking their revenge on fome Gali- 
leans, who had fo often infulted 
their perfons and their gods ? 
“ Thus, as our author obferves, 
“ he divefted himfelf of the qua- 
* lity of a common father, and 
“armed his fubjects one againft 
“another, to the detriment of 
“ the whole empire.” 

Whenever the chriftians re- 
prefented their grievances, and 
implored hig protection againft 
the rage of their cnemies, his 
antwer was, Have you juft reason 
for complaint 2 Every chriftian is 
called to Juffer. Thus, by his bit- 
ter railleries, and a_ refusal of 
juttice, he render’d ufelefs his 
general prohibitions of perfecution 
and conftraint. ** In reality (it 
8 the hiftorian’s refle€tion) ** the 
k will of a prince is always better 

executed than his laws; and 
"his will is not known by a 
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“¢ Janguage of ceremony, but by 
** certain actions, which proceed 
“¢ from the bottom of his heart,” 
Julian, however, on other oc- 
cafions, was fenfible of the in- 
conveniency of a too vifible partiali- 
ty, and was obliged to chaitife the 
pagans. ‘“I’he conduct of George, 
the Arian bifhop of Alexandria, 
was {uch as raifed the whole city 
againft him. The catholics de- 
tefted him as a fanguinary enemy : 
the pagans as the deftroyer of their 
gods; and every one as a partizan, 
an extortioner, and a_ robber, 
He was feized by a party of the 
heathens and thrown into prifon ; 
from whence they dragged hin 
about the ftreets and left him dead 
on the fpot. Dracontius, matter 
of the mint, and Diedorus, who 
held the rank of count, were 
maffacred by the fame incenfed 
mob: the former for having 
demolifhed an altar ; the latter 
for cutting off the hair of fome 
children which the pagans let 
grow in honour of their gods. 
Julian feem’d very much enraged 
at the news of thefe proceedings. 
As the heathens were the only 
criminals, he could not connive 
at their crime, without reflecting 
a difgrace on his own perfon and 
on paganifm itfelf. He therefore 
would have punifhed them fevere- 
ly, had not ‘Ful:an, his mother’s 
brother, and an apoftate like him- 
felf, obtain’d their pardon ;. with 
which he fent a letter teititying 
his juft indignation, reprefenting 
the heinoufnets of the aétion, and 
the greatnefs of the favour done 
them. 

Fulian did not exprefs the like 
indignation at the barbarity of the 
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inhabitants of Arethufa in Syria. 
Mark, bifhop of that city, one 
of thofe who had faved the em- 
peror’s life in his infancy, had 
crawn on himfelf the hatred of 
the infidels by labouring for their 
converfion with too much vivaci- 
ty, and particularly by demolifh- 
ing one of their moft celebrated 
temples in the late reign. They 
now refolved to force him to 
rebuild it at his own expence. 
To this end, the whole town 
exercifed all their rage on him in 
torments, of which we have but 
few examples in hiftory, without 
being able to force from him one 
farthing or a figh ; and without 
even making him change the 
ferenity of his countenance. He 
tired his executioners, and obliged 
them to admire his courage and 
defift from their purpofe. ‘The 
ungrateful emperor received the 
account of thele barbarities with- 
out the leaft emotion. ‘* ‘Fulian, 
** as our hiftorian obferves, pro- 
*¢ teéted malecontents, incendia- 
‘© ries, f{chifmatics, thofe who 
“© had been degraded for their 
** crimes; In a word, all fuch as 
“< he thought proper inftruments 
** for difturbing the peace of the 
** church, were fupported in the 
** purfuit of their pretenfions.” 
But the perfecution of the chri- 
ftians was not ‘fultan’s fole em- 
ployment. He revived the old 
laws, with fome amendments and 
explanations ; to which he added 
feveral new regulations. He re- 
duced the taxes; and either re- 
tufed or moderated what his pre- 
deceflors had exacted under the 
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tions, in regard to the ; 
adminiftration of juftice, and whik 
ftor’d difcipline among his t rir 

Having refolved to attack th d el 
Perfians, he fet out for Anti a 
after about five months ftay g sre 
Conflantinople. He pafled th th 
ftreights about the middle of Mg ate 


362, and foon after arrived x 
Nicomedia, “That city, the cap. _ 
tal of Bithynia, had, four yea 
before, been deftroy’d by an earth 
quake, follow’d by a fire whid 
burnt fifty days, “Fulian, havisg 
made ample provifion for rebuilé 
ing it, purfued his journey, an 
reached Antioch before the end d 
July ; where he fignalized bs 
arrival by an act of clemency, 
Thalajfius, one of the magiftrats 
of that city, who lay und 
Julian’s difpleature, was not pe 
mitted to wait on him with tk 
others at his entrance. Thok 
who had an intereft in maki 
him appear {till more guilty, tod 
an advantage of this conjun@ur, 
impeached him to the empany, 
and charged him with havg 
opprefled and impoverifhed tk 
people. “Frdian, perceiving thy 
abufed the difgrace of the unl 
tunate Thalaffius, who, tho’ guilt 
in regard to him, might  perhap 
be innocent in regard to othe 
made them the following anfwer: 





































fpecious title of prefents ; made | 


feveral equitable and ufeful regula- 


1 own, that your enemy 1mm | 
But this very conjideration ought 9% kin, 
prevail with you to fujpend yeMithe 
proceedings againf? him, till | beth the 
received fatifaétion. I certam@ul 
deferve the preference. Our al later 
thor relates feveral other aéts © forn 
this fort, which we fhall pafs ove gi that 
and come to the main objti mich 


viz. Fulian’s religious behave 
wis 
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while at Antioch, and the obftacles 
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d met with from the inhabitants 
00%, 7 that city, when he attempted 
the eftablith idolatry among them. 
tie ‘That great city was almoft en- 




































ty QB ily chriftian, and divided into 
- thi sree communions ; two of which, 
Ma difunited only by a mifunderftand- 
ed ing in regard to Meletius and 
COME Paulinus, profefled the catholic 
YOu fith ; the third followed the 
aft. herefy of Arius, (fulian was not 
Which HE Gnfible how {mall the number of 


was ; and the divifion of 
the chriftians, joined to an almoft 
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y ane corruption of morals, and 
ond dM predominant tafte for pleafures, 
ed bs 


male him imagine they had but 
NEN. a fuperficial attachment for chri- 
ftrate fianity. He flattered himfelf 
unde they might be infenfibly drawn 
M per into idolatry by the alluring gaiety 
th tei of the pagan feafts, and the li- 
Tho centioufnefs indulged on fuch 
nakig MB occafions, But he had formed a 
» KR wrong idea of Antioch. The 
nur, MR Arians, who were the {tronger and 
Apa, mot numerous party, could not 
having MM be pleafed with the fucceffor and 
ed tei enemy of Confiantius ; and the 
inhabitants in general, tho’ funk 
unior MM into debauchery, valued them- 
’ guilt fives on the appellation of chri- 
perhaps fiens, which was firft given to 
others MM the difciples of our Saviour within 
unter: ": walls, 
i$ mint he temple of Apollo, built by 
ght MER King Selewcxs, in Daphne, one of 
nd PORE the fuburbs of Antioch, had been 
the feene of abominable excefles 
till the time of Gallus, who tranf- 
f hted the body of St. Balylas, 
ats OBE formerly bifhop of Antioch, to 
o5~ that place, and confecrated a 
objet i ME church to the true Gob, in 
of the illuftrious martyr. 
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The place was now much lef 
frequented by the idolaters; and 
the famous oracle was filent. 
Things had been in this fituation 
about eleven years. fr at his 
arrival, furprifed and incenfed at 
the progrefs of chriftianity in 
Antioch, and the indifference of 
the few remaining pagans, he 
reprimanded the fenate, in a man- 
ner worthy of an apoftle of pa- 
ganifm, fays our hiftorian; who 
gives us his fpeech to them on 
that occafion; and adds, that it 
produced no effect on the audience, 
The lefs complaifance that prince 
found on the article of religion, 
the more warm was his fanatical 
zeal: the more he labour’d to 
aflert the honour of his gods ; 
and the expence of the facrifices, 
Was exceffive, even in the judg- 
ment of the pagans themfelves, 
But nothing was fo extravagant 
as the feafts in honour of Venus ; 
for the celebration of which all 
bufinefs was poftponed. 

St. Gregory Nazianzen, Theo- 
doret and St. Chry/oftom ailure us, 
that in his nightly facrifices and 
magical operations, he caufed 
great numbers of young children 
to be flain, in order to confult 
their entrails: that time reveal’d 
thofe horrid myfteries ; and that, 
after ‘Fulian’s death, feveral chefts 
full of heads and carcafes were 
found in wells, and other places 
at a diftance from his palace, 
Thefe faéts are fo very fhocking, 
that our author feems willing to 
doubt of them. 

Fulian difpatched deputies to 
Dedona, to Delphos, to Delos, 
and to all the oracles of the empire. 
Their anfwers were favourable 5 
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but fome of them deliver’d in fo 
bad verfe, that one might reafon- 
ably have faid Apollo had forgot 
his art. 

At Daphne the god continued 
mute, in fpight of all the em- 
peror’s inftances. He declared at 
Jaft, that he was furrounded by 
dead bodies, and would not fpeak 
till they were removed. ‘Fulian 
took his meaning. To fave 
appearances, he order’d the places 
about the temple to be purified, 
and all the bodies to be dug up ; 
but the order was executed only 
in regard to the relics of St. 
Balylas. The chriftians, alarm- 
ed at this ftep, went in crouds to 
Daphne, and carried the venerable 
body in triumph to the great 
church in the city. ‘fudian, in- 
cenfed at their conduét, which he 
refented as an infult committed on 
his gods, order’d feveral of them 
to be feiz’d, and put to death. 

Soon after this, the temple was 
confumed by fire. “The chriftians 
attributed the event to the divine 
vengeance ; and ‘Julian to the re- 
fentment and jealoufy of the chri- 
ftians. By way of reprifal, he 
order’d the great church to be fhut 
up, and its riches to be depofited 
in the imperial treafury. “fudan, 
the emperor’s uncle, who was 
entrufted with this commiffion, 
exceeded it, according to his ufual 
cultom. He feized on Theodoret, 
a pricft; and, not being able to 
gmake him renounce Jesus 
Curist by torture,  con- 
demn’d him to lofe his head. 
The emperor reprimanded him 
fevercly for that adtion ; 9 and 
€cclared it was not his intention 
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to have any man executed on hime 
account of religion. exe 
The longer Fulian ftaid yi © 
Antioch, the more he repented yim 
his coming to a place where neith-—me & 
his virtues nor his vices were wale 
receiv’d ; and where he foon beanie ! © 
the object of the public contemyime "2° 
and raillery. It was obferved thi “ ' 
the famine had follow’d him frei © 
Con/ftantinople to Antioch, and tage & 
the fprings were dried up fince ke 
had profaned them with thingie 
offer’d to his gods. In the mid hay 
of the diforders, occafioned by tim P#° 
great fcarcity of provifions, }s bv 
lian, perfuaded that the mx Uh 
{trates were wanting in their duty, i“ 
of ti 


commanded the whole fenate » 
be put into prifon; but, on team ™ 
application of Libanius, the one and 
was revoked. Here we hem 
fome account of ‘Fulian’s writimg ““! 
againft the chriftian religion; 9 °"" 


which our hiftorian adds, tege’ ! 
their 





‘© while he oppofed religion # 

“© the character of a controvertiim “** 
‘© he employed the imperial powgae 5" 
*¢ for deftroying one of & S 
“ . who 


{trongeft proofs in favour “ 
“it, by undertaking to rebulg “" 
© the temple of “Ferufalm i = 
againft the formal prediction & 
our blefled Saviour. In this vet 
he wrote an hypocritical letter! 
the “Jews, deliring their pry | 
for fuccefs in the Perjan wa *"" 
and afluring them of his proteg “*" 
in the projected enterprife. ™ 
after which, he fent work 
from all parts to “ferujalem, 
der’d the neceflary fupplies 
raifing the intended edifice, * 
Alypius, an intimate f; iend 0! 
emperor, who was made MF 


¢p 


Mie 
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ART. 19- 
ntendent of the work, was on 
the {pot, 11) order to prefs the 
execution of it. Che firft thing 
tobe done was the demolifhing 
the old foundation, and clearing 
the ground ; vhich they ettected ; 
and thus fulfilled the prediction of 
Jesus CHRIST in the utmoft 
rigour, that one fPone fhould not 
be left on anther. But, on at- 
tempting to lay a new foundation, 
terrible balls of fire burf{t out of 
the place, and confumed fome of 
the workmen. The fame thine 
happening feveral times, and the 
oo being thus render’d inaccef- 
ible, the attempt was dropt. 
Thefe are the very words of 
Ammianus Afarcellinus, a writer 
of that tine, a judicious and faith- 
ful hiftorian, a projefied Pagan, 
and attached to 7 ulian’s 
Several Jews, inced ‘ {o 
decilive a muir embraced 
chriftianity ; while others, {trong- 
ly perfuaded that the time of 
their return was then come, or 
never would come, turned pa- 
gans ina fit of defpair. 

Saper Il, ther 1 king of P. ioe 
whoie chara¢ter our author 
craws at jaro 


ervic xs 
CONV 


ac le, 


a had ofier’d to 


negociate a treaty with the Noman 
emperor, on his own 


Bat Julian, pofle led 


pry of cong eft, 


terms. 
with the 
would hear ot 


mo accommodation; hauchtily 
én iwering, he would co and 
NEZOCIate mn aeons As the 
trea lures were ey — and 


Vait fu ims bad been CX} ‘nded mn 


favour Of ty 
t 


iganiim, 
OW to raife m 


nod KI 
| ney for the 
proaching Expedition, he 
ax on thofe who fhould sefule to 
frie 
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him their affiftance. He treated 
their embafladors with civility ; 


but declin’d their offers. The 
Romans, {aid he, have no need of . 
affijtance, it is their bufine/s to 


;: : in. e . 
ajpyt OLners. JUN JUCLUS king ot 


Armenia, a chriftian, and the 
only ally whom he admitted, 
was ordered to arm, and act 


according to the dire€tions he 
fhould receive. = ‘Fulran’s letter 
on this occafion was full of 
afperity and menaces ; but Ar/acius 
ventured to difobey him. 
The Roman troops 
pafled the Euphrates, 
perfed themfelves in fever 
from which they might 
at the emperor’s arrival,  “fudian 
made an impenetrable fecret of 
his pl an, his route, the order of 


had now 
and = dif- 
al places, 
reunite, 


his march, and the day defined 
for his departure. On the 5th 
of Varch, 304, he left Antio h, 


and orrived the next day at Perea ; 
| 


where he attempted the perverh 
of the fenate, which w. molt 
entirely chriftian ; but his zeal 
nd cloguence miicarried, “/udian 
pafied the Auphrates, near Hlicra- 
polis, and appear’d in ALejopotamia, 
before the cnemy thought him on 
his march. At the beginning of 
bral, he received letters from 
Salluft, project of the Preforimm 
for Gaul, conjuring him not to 
take the field, without filt ap- 


peziing the gods, who fcem’d, 
| proc ates, to declare a 
lan wal But the 


ved on it, pafled 


by icvera 


i, ‘> 

eat? the Ll éi 
; . 1) 

A Tas, Vv th his \ Najie 
caufed to be broke imi 


As he continued h yal 
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with a lion of an extraordinary 
fize, which, having faced the 
army, had been fhot to death. 
Fulian took this asa prefage of 
victory ; but the Tufan Haru/- 
pices maintained that, fince the 
war was oftenfive, and the lion 


came up to the army, the pre- 
faze threatened the emperor’s 
life. 


Fulian, advancing into A/jria, 
having made great havock in the 
country srepafled the Euphrates, took 
forme towns, and gain’d confiderable 
advantazes, undertook to exprefs 
his gratitude to Mars by a facrifice 
of ten But nine of the 
victims fell down dead, before 
they could be brought to the 
altar; and the tenth broke loofe. 
With fome difficulty, it was 
brought back, and nothing but 
threatening figns were obferved in 
its entrails. Whereupon, Julian, 
ina tranfport of rage, protefted 
in the prefence of Fupiter, that he 
would never more facrifice to the 
ungrateful god of war. This 
fact is related by Ammuanus. 

Hernifdas, Saper’s elder bro- 
ther, who had been excluded the 
throne of Perfia by the faction 
of the grandees, commanded ‘Fu- 
dian’s cavalry in this expedition, 
Saper, terrhed at the progrefs of 
the Roman arms, fent a mefienger 
to his entreating him 
to megociate a peace for him at 


bulls. 


any rate Hoermijdas made the 
cetired a applica ation ; udian 
would Rear of no propofais of 
that kind ; and foon after, he 
was betraved into his ruin by 
an arttul old Perfan, who had 
formed a retol ‘tion of facrih icing 


his UWil life, i; neceliary, tor the 
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1g 
fafety of bis country. He on. 
tended to be fallen into dit 
with his prince, and to feek ore 
tection among the Romans. f, 
ving impofed on “Fuliam with , 
pathetic account of his pretend 
misfortunes, and refpected prop, 
ftations of a fincere zeal for th 
emperor, and an _irreconcilhy 
hatred of Sapor, he offerd y 
make the Romans matters of Pe. 
fra, it they would follow & 
advice; which was to fet § fire ty 
their fleet, then in the Tig, 
and unite all their forces int 
held. In vain did Hormi/das m 
monftrate, thatit was not ff, 
repofe a confidence in the Perfam, 
who were capable of any thing 
and thought nothing unlawful the 
might tend to the fecurity of the: 
king and country ; Julian gave 
into the fnare, and the fleet ws 
burnt. This aétion occafion’d: 
general murmur in the army; 
and the foldiers asked one anothe 
whether the emperor was in cor 
refpondence with the Perfaw. 
faultan began now to open be 
eyes; but it was too late. Th 
pretended deferter had er 
efcape, and the evil would adm 
of no remedy. 
Julian bers this misfortune 
with great refolution, quitted & 
banks of the Tigris, and marde 
in queft of the enemy: as he # 
vanced, the Per/:an;s fet fire 
the forage and corn, wh 
ftopp’d the progrefs of the Ram 
for fome days. It was no 
difficult to go forward, dangers 
to retreat, and impoffible to fist 
provifions. In this extremity, 
after much deliberation, it 
refulved that they fhould ender 
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their way to that country, they 
met the Perfian army, which 
they beat, with fmall lofs. Not 
long after this advantage, “Fusion 


receiv’d 2 fecond vilit from the 


3 melancholy air, covering 1 
head and Carmucopia with a ve: 
The emperor, ftartled at ¢ 


ts 
’ 
‘ 








gods, for diverting their anzer. 
At the fame time, he faw one of 
thole flaming exhalations, which 
the vulzar take for falling ftars. 


over great part of the horizon. 
Fulham, more terrified at th’s, than 
a the apparition of the Genius, 
immediately called for the Tu/can 
Harafpices, whofe books declared 









e|tered on, no battle fought. 
The emperor, however, would 
not fabmit to that authority, nor 
ifen to their earneft entreaties to 
efer his departure, at leaft, fome 
hours. He decamped, met the 
memy, engazed them, received 
awound in his liver with a dart, 












tears of his attendants, he endea- 
veur'd to comfort them with a 
tng difcourfe, in which he {peaks 
“favourably of himfelf, that he 
may be faid to have pronounced 
“sown funeral oration. Having 
Oren orders for carrying his body 
© Tarfus in Cilicia, he died a 







Geaias of theempire. The phan- | 
tom feem’d to arife out of the | 
earth; pale and deform’d, with | 


re | 
fehe, offer’d facrifices to the | 


It was very bright, und patfed 


tut whenever a celeftial firebrand | 
appear’d, no enterprife was to be | 
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sur to gain a fmall province 26th, 363, at the age of thirty 
t on the Romans, fitua-}one years, eight months and 
wed in the fouth of Armenia. In| twenty days. 


It has been reported that, find- 
ing himfelf wounded, he thought 
he faw Jesus Curist: that he 
| filled his hands with his own blood 
| and threw it toward heaven, 





. . ~ e*? , , ° , 
Inc ; Gals: im, th0% Oast vou gaer 


ad ’ - 7 9 
What! thax p: rfue/i me fe:ll! 
e7 or i ’ - . 

, Gee « / réeleounce {Pee Qe cin, 


| Satrate thy/elf with my blaod; far 
| th04 haf conquer’d me. Our 
; he oe a 7 3. } 

hiftorian coniiders this ftory as the 


production of a miftaken 
| which cannot allow the per ec.- 


e-* 
é ~-e'9 


tors of truth to die in a com non 
manner. St. Gregory Naz:anzeny 
‘1 ’ = . - 
who will not be accufed of hanu- 
line . i ae woo tear i, ly abo 
eek J usta 7 tA Lenuc;r ,9 m i... C5 
no mention of it. The faé& its 
! ; } . , ry — 
| indeed related by Sezamen, Theo- 
| deret, and the anonymous collector 
, of the acts of the martyrdom of 
; . “a »* ; . 
1 Theodsret, a prieft of Antizch. 
But the two firit of thofe writers 
| do not venture to anfwer for the 
| truth of it; and the third betrays 
| 3 prodigious excels of credulity, 
|in what he reports of Fudan’s 
| death. 
| Thus ends the life of Fulian, 
' a * 4 
_compofed from both chriftian and 
pagan authors. His new hiftorian 
! a — ~ - . 
profelies his defign of reprefenting 


ind was carried out of the army. | him fuch as he really was. He 
Exoiring admidft the fighs and | 1 


is Of opinion that moft of the 
memoirs of that prince were not 
written with fufficient calmnefs 
land moderation, “ Ic is the 
‘* fate of extraordinary men, fays 
‘* he, to have admirers and cen- 
«¢ fors, both too full of prejudice ; 
‘© particularly when interefts, fo 
“* ftrong as thofe of religion, pre- 





“Le before midnight, “June the 





‘¢ yent an union of fentiments. 
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The juft indignation of the In reality, continues gy 
chriftians again{ft an apoftate | hiftorian, ‘* we are not to igy. 
and perfecutor, has not always | ‘* gine it always impoffible tp 
allow’d them to take notice of ; ** reconcile the authors who hay 
what might merit fome efteem | ** fpoken the moft differently g 
in his charaéter. The blind | ** ‘fulian. As they did not f& 
gratitude of the pagans toward | ‘* him in the fame point of viey, 
a reftorer of idolatry, has fhut | ‘* they do indeed report differer 
their eyes to his mott efiential | ** things of him ; but fuch 
faults. Not to mention the | ** are not always contradictory; 
orators, from whom we have | ‘* and for the generality, if th 
no right to expect fo fcrupu- | * chriflians and pagans feemn 
lous an exactnefs; even the | ** contradict one another, ’tis be 
hiftorians ceafe to be hiftorians, ; ** caufe “fudian was himéelf a 
the moment they fpeax of | ** heap of contradictions. Mr, 
Fulian, and become cither | ‘* Fleury  judicioully — obferves 


r -4) . s] e * on ol >? oo. - 
accufers or panegyrilts : wel §* there was im that prince jal 





muft, however, except afinall | ** @ mixture of gaod and be 


number of writers on both | ** qualities, that it was eafy bet 
fides, who have done him | ** Zo praije and condemn him wile 


j , 


juftice enough. © out injuring the truth, 








ARTICLE XxX. 


A true Account of the Nature, End and Efficacy of the SACRAMENT 


>. 


if 


of the Lonn’s SuPPER; of the great Duty of frequenting, ari 
of the Necelity and rigot Uethod of prepariig for the wortny Pa- 
ticipation of it. In which is contained, an Aijwer to a bit, 


wnat al . yp: , r ,* ’ . ial ij '] Dwetsn 
entitled, A plait Ae {ters sacrament, ‘Lith a Preféitt 
h emeene thane 2200 > - my 47 a a . PP } 4 , 1» ae, af 
Sn WINg the Avreement cf ifvis pie iif L4bcvet if if if » fl LN Ge10/1 of 1h 


Socinians ; and its Dijagreement with the Deeirvine 
England. By Tuomas Bowyer, M. A. Ficar of Martoch 
Somerfethhire. London: Printed for C. Rivington, at the Bibk 
and Crown in St. Paul’s Church-yard. 1736. Containing 200 
Pages, befide a Preface and Table of Contents. 


, S -~raee , 
yf i ye C/ urch § 


HE writer of the extraordi- | if he is once allow’d his own fenk 
nary piece here centured, | of the words of icripture, Ine 
the public conjecture be true, | pendent of the cuftoms, manne 


has always been remarkable fou | a ways of fpeaking ol thot 
letting alice what the generality ' who lived about the time of us 


ot 


Ml} 


principles; and, to do hun juftice, | wrote in the caily, ages of chrit 


chriftians call authority: he | firft infkitution of this rite, ™ 
ually reafons on what he terms | the interpretations of thole wis 


antt; 
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ART. 20. 
he may gain fome adyan- 
in the prefent controverfy. 
if, by an excefs of complaifance, 
the good-natur'd reader will take 
his glofles on the text, even con- 
trary to the manileit and obvious 
intention and purport of our 
Lorp and the infpired writers, 
his vi¢tory will be complete. But, 
as feveral learned divines are 1n- 
dined to do neither, he has met 
with more than one antagonitt ; 
tho’ no one proceeds more mo- 
deflly or more methodically in his 
obfervations than the ingenious 
writer before us. 

Mr. Bowyer, in his preface, 
fays, the { 
that men 


extreme to al 











common obfervation, 
are apt to run from one 
is ver:hed in 
Pno cafe more than in difputes 
about the facrament of the Lor v’s 
Supper. While thote ef the church 
of Rome cunceive too high notions 
fof it, the Sociniazs, and their 
lavoure:s, think too meanly ot 
| The author, 
whom he attacks, has been fuf- 
nciently careful to avoid one of 
thele extremes. The reader 
ned not be told which is here 
meant. Inorder to inew how 
exactly the Plain Account tallies 
with that given by the Sacinians, 
Mr. Bowyer reprefents the doc- 
tine of Socinus and his principal 
acherents, in their own wards ; 
aM, in an oppotite columa, gives 
WS quotations from the treatile in 
qeition, which feem litde lefs or 
Mere than 


1otner, Is 
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thofe 
pallages; and this we may pre- 
me may be the reafon why our 
wthor does not prefent us with 


ran (lating ; 
traniations ol 
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any other Englifh of the paflages 
cited from thofe writers. 

Mr. biwyer, having difpatched 
this point, gues on to fhew the 
difagreement between the doctrine 


of the Plain Accatint-and that of 


the church of Lagland, in regard 
to this facrament. ‘This allo is 
performed by placing the language 
of that book and the terms em- 
ploy "d in the articles, bomiltes, 
rubrics, Ge. in oppolite colunins. 

Like all who have 
remarks 


he avrees 


made 
on the Plain Account, 
with the author in 
his four firft propotitions ; 


juitly excepts againit his fifth 5 
. . c ‘ 


ce 4 iy 
Uti me 66 | erat it i »} (mai Lil} ) l~- 
“6 tance to chritians to know 


‘© what the many writers upon 
*¢ this fubject, fince the evange- 
lifts and apoftles, have affirm- 
Sed ;” for which he gives the 
ufual, well-known reafons. Not- 
withftanding the great ufefulunefs 
of the fathers, as that author has 
net, fo neither does Mr. PLowyer 
profefs to make much ule of them. 
He propotes to correct falje, and 
give true notions of the LorpD’s 
Supper ; evince the v1 ind ne ethity 
of frequenting it; and ihew the 
due manner of worthily receiving it. 
In this view he lays down the fix 
following propotiuons. I. That 


wer te : ticaah ; 
| the bread and wine ia ibe Lorn’s 


jupper are the body and blid of 
CHRIST ia power and effec Ii. 
That the great end of ihis inflitution 


is, not only ta put us in mind of 
CHRIST and /yts death : “uf io 
pia (30D in mind, 


to offer a me- 
morial before him; or that this is @ 
cominemarative and reprefentatiue 


facrifce. 
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frcrifice. ll. That it is a@ cove- 


manting rite, and an aé? of com- 
municating with Gop, IV. That 
there are promifes made, and 
privileges annexed to the worthy 
receiving of it; ; and what thefe are. 
V. That it is a@ duty of grand 
importan cy of equal obligation with 
any moral duty; and which ought 
frequenth to be performed. VI. 
That a previous examination, and 
holy preparation are requifite ; and 
wherein confifis that worthine/s, 
and unwerthinei, with which it 
may be received. Fach of thefe 
being proved from the words of 
the stitution, and other paflages 
of fcripture, our author undertakes 
to anfwer the objections made 
againft it by the writer under 
examination, 

‘That the outward elements are 
not mere bread and wine, only 
empty figns; but the body and 
blood of Crrist, tho’ not in 
fubitance, yet in power and 
ethcacy ; or that they are means 
of conveying: all the benefits of 
Curkisy’s death, Mr. Bowyer 
thinks evident from feveral texts 
of the New ‘Teitament, which 
are here dittinétly confidered, 
in this difcuffion, he firft infifts 
on the titles, with which they 
are dignified and diftinguifhed., 
Phus Cyrisr fays, without 
any reftri¢tion or limitation, This 
15 my body----This is my blood. His 
apottles call it the communion of the 
bedy and blood of Curist. They 
tell us, that sof difcerning the 
Lorn’s bed, in this facrament, 
is eating and drinking unworthih ; 
and that he, who thus eats and 





| The bread, 


° See Vel, I. Pope 323. Artis i; x!, 
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drinks, 15 guilty of the , 
blood of the Lorn ; a | 


drinketh damnation to 
‘© But why all this, as ours & 
“‘ thor afks, if the bread a 
‘© wine are no more than me 
<< empty figns, nothing elfe but, 
“© membrances, Without any |i 
“© and fpirit in them?” Hen 
it is concluded, that the lo 
fenfe, of which the words of 
Saviour are fufceptible, is, th: 
this is my body and blood j 
efficacy, i. ¢. they are the infy, 
ments or means of conveying th 
benefits of his body given, a 
of his blood fhed for us: they a 
not only reprefentative, but « 
bibitive...... AS a man my 
fay of the writings of his eftar, 
This is my effate, as they convy 
and fecure it to him. 

A fecond argument in proof ¢ 





the truth propofed is taken tna 


the account here given of wht 
our blefled Saviour did to ths 
bread and this cup: he euchary 
tized, he bleffed them, and the 
pronounced them his dady am 


blood. We have already had 
occafion to obferve the ail 


employ’d by the author of t& 
Plain’ Account againft the Engi 
verfion, 1 in order to remove ths 
notion of bleffing the bread a 
wine. * Mr. Bowyer fays litte 
— in reply to it, than wht 
has been already obferved in the 
place refer’d to at the bottom & 
the page. To avoid repetiti 
therefore, we proceed to 
third fcripture authority hert 
alledged, that text of St. Paw 
which we break, 44 

































































ArT. 20. 
nat the communion of the body of 
Curist ? The cups which we 
hei, is it not the communion of the 
Need of Curist? In the ex- 
ymination of this proof, it 4s 
obferved that St. Paul ** feems 
« to interpret, and to be the 
« beft interpreter of the words 
« of our Saviour ; and to give us 
« the true fenfe of them. He 
« doth not fay, the bread isthe 
« bedy ; the cup is the blood of 
“« CurisT; nor that they are 
« the types, the figures, the fym- 
« hols of them: but that it is ftill 
«“ bread, which we break ; and 
“ therefore not changed in nature 
“and fubjlance, but different 


rey at 

a fe from the body and blood of 

1 moe Curist: that they are more 
“than mere empty /igus or 


'“ figures; fince thefe communi- 


CONNEY 
‘EB cate nothing ; whereas this 
roof dime“ bread and this cup are, by the 
n frome’ divine command and appoint- 
y whl’ ment, by covenant and pro- 
‘0 thee’ mile, made the in/frumental 
char * means Of conveying, or corm- 
d thalme S mumicating the bedy and blcod 
iy wife of Curist to us, in power 
y hol ie“ and efficacy.”” The conclufion 
- cafes that thefe words equally de- 
of teMmtty the doétrine of tranfubftan- 
Engi Matin, and the error of the 
ve thefmeonnians, who afcribe no Jpiritual 
ad aimeacacy to the eucharifi. Mr. 
rs. lite Bryer here finds a plain difference 
n what between that which communicates, 
in the. the bread and the cup; and 
tom deat which js communicated, Viz. 
petition te body and blood of CHRistT ; 
to ttf taxes his author with faying 
y het MBPthing of the latter; which he 
Pax! fenks no {mall omiifion. 
ak, 8 rom this text Mr. Bowyer 


P’es to another of the fame 
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apoftle: For by one fptrit we are 
all baptized into one body, and 


have been all made to drink into one 
fpirit, 1 Cor. xii. 13. Here it 
is obferved, that moft and the beft 
interpreters refer the former part 
of thefe words to dapti/m, the 
lattertothe Lorn’s fupper. The 
author of the Plain Account ex- 
cepts againft this interpretation ; 
becaufe this rite was never repre- 
fented by the *‘* one particular 
‘© part of it which confifts in 
“¢ drinking ; and becaufe drinking 
at the Lorp’s table was never 
exprefled by him by being 
made to drink into the fprrit.” 
But, fays our author, fuppofing this 
the only place where this rite is thus 
reprefented, why fhould not the 
whole be reprefented by drinking 
only, as it isin other places, by ear- 
ing only? Mr. Bowyer having fully 
defended this text, produceth one 
more on the fame head: /¢ ts the 
Jpirit that quickeneth ; the fie pro- 
fiteth nothing ; the words that I {peak 
unto you, they are fpirit, and they are 
life, John vi. 63. In order to make 
thefe words ferviceable to the doc- 
trine propofed, it was neceflary to 
prove that they, and the words pre- 
ceding them, are to be underftood 
of the facrament of the Lorp’s 
Supper. As Mr. ‘fohbn/in, in his 

Unbloody Sacrifice, has already 

done this in a fatisfactory man- 

ner, the reader is once for all 

refer’d to him. The text being 
cleared from the objections of the 

author of the Plain Account, it is 
concluded that ‘* the true mean- 

*¢ ing of it feems to be as the 

primitive fathers underftood it: 

the Holy Spirit accompanies the 

fymbols of CHRis1’s flefh and 


i. 
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«¢ blood ; which are. therefore 
«6 faid to be fpirit and hfe.” 

The end of this inttitution 
comes next to be confidered 
and, according to the doctrine of 
the fecond propoiition, the facra- 
ment of the Lorp’s fupper is of 
a facrifictal nature, OY a com- 
memorative and reprejentative fa- 
crifice. This is proved firff, 
from that celebrated prophecy 
From the rifing of the fun, even 
umto the gang down of the fame, 
my name fhall be great among the 
Gentiles ; and in every place fhall 
be _ te Se unto my name imcenfe and 

a pure» fer ng, Mal.t. 11. *%* As 
incenfe fignites prayers ; 1o 
alfo, fays our author, the 
original word for pure offering, 
mincha, fignifies a meal offer- 
ng. " At the bottom of the 
pare Aercher 1s qu ed, aihirming 
that the word here ipecined is 
ed in the law of Ado/es only for 
facrifice of meal or wheat. It 
leed ufed to fyernify that fort 

| i. and elfe- 

feem COnh- 


ols . ] 
the orivzinal 


ext of thx d ‘vament, Gen, 


Cain 


amd 
render 
tho’ a 
a facrifice, the wor 


bet will not necefZarils 





1 } 





point out the matter of this frog, 
fice, for it is evident that mingy 
does not only oralwaysfignify ebay, 


farrea, a meal-offering > as is hep 


aflerted. And tho’ it had by th 
Jews been confined to that fae 
there is no manner of neceflty q 
underftanding it fy in this 
for a reafon which we take frog 
our author himielf; oz. becayp 
‘© the words were fpoken, not ¢ 
*¢ the “Jews, but of the Genii 
‘© gurned unto Gon ;” and cp 
fequently the term in queftioe 
may, and probably does, fignity 
in this place an ob/ation or offering 
in the fame extenlive fenfe, asi 
the text of Gene/is above quotel 
But, fecondly, the words of tk 
inftitution prove the doctrine ¢ 
the fecond propofition. A, 
bread, and gave thanks, and 
it, and gave unto them, 
This is my body, which is 


for you. From which words Mt 


Bowyer reafons thus : ‘** Tht 
‘* which is here fpoken of 
‘* our blefled Saviour, was th 
That which w 
then given was given, m 
unto man, but unto Gon; 
when our blefied Saviour gf 
it unto the apoftles, fayi 
take, eat, he at the fame tm 
tells them that it was gro 
Now giving it unto them toch 
and giving it for them, # 
two very different actions; & 
one direcied unto man, ® 
other unto Gop; siva® 

or them, which 38 


given, oe ne 


: | 
1 nto GoD, © 


TM 














not 
rentile 
| con. 
reftion 
ign 
Hering, 
, ait 
juoter 
oF tr 
rine ¢ 
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ART. 20. 
“ given, he calls his body : that 
« which he calls his é2dy, he gave 
«to the apoftles to eat: that 
“which he gave them to eat, 
«he blefed: that which he 
« beffed, he took, that which he 
“tok was bread ; therefore 
“ bread, confecrated bread, or 
“ bread bleffed, was here given, 
“and offered unto Gop..... 
“ At the fame time, our bleffed 
“ Saviour, under the fymbols of 
“ bread and wine, offered up his 
“ own bsdy and blood. This is 
« my body given; not that ball 
« be, but now given, or offered 
“unto Gop for you. He there- 
“ fore made the oblation of him- 
“felf, when he inftituted the 
“eucharift. The maéfation of 
* him was indeed performed upon 
“the crofs; but the odblation of 
“him was begun before, carried 
“on, and not ended till he 
“entered into the holy of holies, 
“and there prefented or offered 
“up himfelf before Goon for us. 
“ But, fays our author, tho’ 
“the former words of the in- 
“ fiitution were not fo to be 
“underftood ; yet the command 
“ that follows them, very much 
* favours this notion: sto worsiM 
“wm tum avaumow, Do this in 
“ remembrance of mez, “as the 
“Engl tranflators have ren- 
“ dered the words.” Here it is 
oblerved that “* the Plain Account 
« la great meafure depends on 
. this verfion ; and that if they 
_, Were rendered, offer this Fact a 
. memorial of me, its foundation 
‘om. In juftification 
pt the tranflation propofed, Mr. 
ayer, after Dr. Hicks, tells 
%i the word in 
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the LXX. fignifies offer, when 
Joined to a thing capable of being 


offered to 
Avaumes likewife 


Gop. ‘The word 


is a /facrificial 


word, and fo ufed Levit. xxiv. 


7» 


and Numb. x. 


10. In both 


which places we read us araumen 5 


fo 
to 
it 


that as the term there fignifies 
bring to Gon’s, remembrance, 
is natural to give it the fame 


fenfe in the inititution of the 
eucharift. 


The fourth argument, here 


urged in favour of the /acrificial 
nature of the Lorn’s fupper, is 
taken from thofe paflages of {crip~ 
ture, which plainly intimate that 


chriftians have an altar, 


and 


therefore a material {acrifice ; 


thefe being relative terms. 
firft is Matt. ver. 23, 24. 


The 
If 


thou bring thy gift to the altar, 


EF c, 


ce 
TF 3 
6 
ce 
«ec 
ee 
“e¢ 
“e 
“ce 
ce 
ce 
ee 
6 
ce 
“ec 
ce 
ce 
e& 
ce 


‘© That this muft be 2 
material gift, is evident, in, 
that it might be brought to, 
and left at the altar. That 
this is an evangelical precept, 
not applicable to the ‘ews, 
but a ftanding rule for all chri- 
flians, in all ages, Mr. Mdede 
has long fince proved ; becaufe 
there was no fuch thing com- 
manded by the law, to thofe 
who came to offer facrifice ; 
and it is not probable that our 
Saviour would give a new law 
relating to the Fewyh facrifices, 
which he was going to abolifh : 
becaufe it is part of the fermon 
from the mount, which is for 
ever obliging upon all chrifti- 
ans, @%c,” If this way of 


reafoning does not appear ftrictly 
conclufive, our author’s zeal, at 
leaft, is to be commended, which 
lets nothing efcape notice, that 


may 































































may tend to exert the dignity of 
the holy eucharift. 

The next text to this purpofe 
is that of St. Paul, 1 Cor. x. 
20, kc. They facrifice to devils, 
and not to Gov ; and I would not 
that you have fellow/bip with devils. 
Ye cannot drink the cup of the 
Lorp and the cup of devils ; ye 
cannot be partallers of the Lorv’s 





table, and the table of devils. As 
the table of devils is plainly an 
altar ereted unto idols, the tadle | 
ef the Lory theretore evidently 
fignifies the chriftian altar ; ** fo | 
«< that, as our author concludes, 
here are no lef than three 
arguments in this paflage in 


“se 
«<< 
«<< 
“ of the facrament ; the com- 
paring the table of the Lorpb 
with the table of the 
partaking of the euchart/l, with 
the Genisles partaking of their 
facrifices and the having com- 
munion with CurRistT, by! 
partaking of it, as the Jews | 


«c 
ee devils: 
«<< 
ac 
ac 
ac 
«6 
ac 
“with the devi/s by their /acri- 
This is the univerfally 
fenfe of 
difcourfe ; but the author of the 
Plain Account has difcover’d or | 
invented another which Mr. 
Bewyer confiters at large: fhews | 
that the 
feaft upon 


or D's je 


“ frees.” 


recei \ ed 


that the 
to thic | 


a jacr iftce 

dper anfwers 
ay as bapiifn doth to circum- 
that as the eating of the 
over was 2 fealt upon a facrifice, 


fee nm: 


pes 
ho alfo 1s the 
\, ud the table from which 
it ts eaten, iz the fame from 


which it Js offered, might there- | 


he Wn 


| oblation 


| 


favour of the /aertfictal nature | 






fore be properly called the table 
of the Lorv, which anfwers to 
the Fewi/h altar, ver. 19. 

The author of the Plain Account 
had faid, ** the only thing that 
‘© anfwers to the altar, on which 
*¢ the facrifices were offer’d, was 
** that very crefs on which 
“* Curist died.” To this it 
is anfwered with the diftinétion, 
already mention’d, between the 
and maé?ation ; confor. 
mably to the practice of oferin 
all the facrifices while alive ; the 
former being an act of the pric $ 
office; the latter might be per- 
form’d by another. The fame 
author, tho’ not fond of the 
fathers, doth not abfolutely re- 
nounce the ufe of them, when he 
imagines them favourable to his 
fyftem. St. Chry/oftom, in Hom, 
xvii, on £pi/?, to the Hebrews, 
{ays @ueray Moin ey 5 and adds, padre 
de ava umesr 053220 


be & 
9a Turing 5 





had with (soD and the Ge AGL les 


the apoftie’s , Mr. 


Paferal fupper Was ai¢ 


hal fu pper upon the facripi ed \e 


€ tins uf the Lorn’ S 





. which 
words are thus loofly tranflated : 
I call it @ facrifice; but indeed 
itis mot a facrifice, but the re- 
membrance of a facrifice. Where- 
upon Mr. Bewyer obferves, that 
Mede, and Mr, ‘fobnjin 
have urged this very paflage to 
_prove that Curist is offered in 
ithis facrament, not bypoftatica ally, 
as the —_ would have it, but 
commemoratively only As this 1s 
| the firft phy oniy father in the early 
‘centuries who ts cited againft the 

eucharift being a facrifice, it Is 
job ferved that the authority of one 
ainft fo great a multitude who 
laflert it, is of little or no impor- 
| tance, However, St. Chry/oftom 
lis not to be given up ; for there's 
[no one who | more frequently calls 
it a facrifice, without any abate- 
ment. 


| 
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ArT. 20. 
ment. ‘** But the antithefis here 
« does not lie betwee! Qveity Wow wey 
“ and paarrcer de araureciv soyaCousba 
“ @veas; but runs thus: s* a?» 
“ @yrmy xabatip © Agyipue TOT! ara 
 emachr au wemusy pearroy diy &e. 
« Not another facrifice, as the 
& high prieft then did, but con- 
ss fant the fame, yea rather, 
“ fe.” The laft oblervation on 
this article is, that throughout the 
rubrics of the church of Exgland, 
the name conftantly made ufe of 
isthe communion table, or fimply 
the table, never altar. ‘To this 
Mr. Bowyer replies, the word table 
is there ufed four times: the holy 
table once, and the Lorp’s table 
five; but the communion table not 
once; and that the Lorp’s table 
is equivalent to altar, as appears 
from Exes. xxxix. 20. xl. 22. 
Mal. i, 12, to which is added, 
that from the /acrificial expreffions 
of the firft liturgy of Edward VI. 
it is evident that our firft refor- 
mers believed the Lorn’s /upper 
to be a facrifice ; that, tho’ in 


the fecond liturgy of Edward VI, 
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This is too obvious to want ex- 
planation, but is not proof againtft 
exception. Mr. Bowy.r, having 
defended this plain confequence, 
comes to the furprifing paflage 


in 


ee 
6 
ee 
ec 
6¢ 
ec 
“e 
ec 





the Plain Account, where the 


author ventures to affirm that 


this duty itfelf, ftriétly takens 
is comprehended within the 
limits of eating and drinking, 
with a due remembrance. ...- 
that it ought always to be 
confidered, as diftinét from 
all exprefjions, prayers, and 
thank/givings.” | What infe- 


rence can be drawn from this 


66 
6e¢ 
4 
“ec 
ce 


ce 


doétrine, but that which Mr. 
Bowyer draws? ‘** If this be a 


true account, there is no oc- 
cafion of a miniffer to officiate, 
or of the affembling curfelves 
together for the performance of 
it ; at leaft, it may be done in 
a filent meeting.” But our 


author proceeds; and fhews how 


contrary this is to the /cripture 





fome expreflions were omitted, 
the church did not then alter her 


opinion in regard to the doétrine | 


account, and the account given 


by 


the moft early fathers. 
The third propofition neceflarily 


follows from the former ; for rf 
the facrament be a jfacrifice; if 
partaking of the facrament be a 


of the facrifice ; becaufe, in the | fea/? upon a /facrifice, it muft of 


fame act of parliament, which 
ordered the alterations, it was 
declared that the firft book, for 
adminiflration of the facraments, 
was agreeable to the word of Gon, 
and the primitive church, &c. 

The laft text produced is Heb. 
xu. 10. JWe have an altar, 
whereof they have no right to eat, 
whe ferve the tabernacle. From 
which it is thus reafon’d: ** and 
“if an altar, then a Sacrifice, 





confequence be a covenanting rite. 
In proof of this propofition, it is 
urged that circumetfion and the 
paffover were covenanting rites? 
baptifm and the Lorw’s fupper 
are inftituted in their room ; 
therefore they are to be efteem’d 
covenanting rites. Add to this, 
that the word covenant is ufed by 


‘our bleffed Saviour and St, Paul 
in the very form of the initituuon ; 
'and Jesus Curist lays, he that 
“capable of oral manducation.” | eateth my Sigh, and drinketh my 


LU 2 bled, 
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blood, dwelleth in me, and I in 
him, John vi. 56. The latt 
argument offer’d for the fupport 
of this doétrine is taken from 
thofe fcriptures, where it is either 
exprefly faid, or plainly implied, 
that chriftians hold communion 
with Gop and with CHRIST ; 
1 Cor. x, 16, 18, 20. 1 John 
i. 3. Thefe being —S 
Mr. Bowyer takes notice that his 
author, through his whole A- 
count, ** feems to lay the main 
“* ftrefs on the condition of the 
** covenant alone, without con- 
** fidering the means of conveying 
*< the benefits of it to thofe, who 
*© perform the covenant ; whereas 
** our performance of the con- 
** dition, amendment of life, or 
** even obedience, without wilful 
** tranfgreffion, gives us no 
** covenanted right to falvation if 
*“< we wilfully neglect the im- 
S* fituted means of conveying 
4.2,” 

The author of the Plain Ac- 
count is very fond of this affertion ; 
** the death of Curis is. the 
** only feal of the covenant.” 
But it is anfwered that the blood 
of CHRIST merits, effects, not 
feals the covenant : that CHaisT 


isthe Mediator of the new covenant : 


that through his blood it is made 
with all men; it is our ranfom, 
the price of our redemption, and 


what purchafeth the benefits of 


the covenant to all who comply 
with the terms of it. ** But, 
** continues our author, it is no 
** where exprefly faid to be the 
feal of the covenant, nor are 
“Swe faid to be /eal’d by it. 


‘* This is rather afcribed to the! b 


e¢ hh Spirit, F ph, i, 13) Iv, 30. 


148 The LITERARY MAGAZINE Ant. 29; 





6 2 Cor. i. 22. from which jt 
s* is evident that chriftians are 
** faid to be feal’d Gier they be. 
*¢ lieved (and were baptized ;) 
‘¢ and in what ordinance can we 
‘© more juftly fuppofe that chri- 
*¢ ftians are fealed with the earnef 
“ sf the Spirit, than in the 
* Lorp’s fupper?” The fum 
of the matter, according to Mr, 
Bowyer, is this: ** Gop the 
“© Father makes a new covenant 
“* with all men: Gop the So 
‘¢ is the Adediator of this cove 
** nant; and through his died 
*¢ purchafes the benefits of it for 
*¢ them: Gop the~ Hol Ghy 
“* feals, confirms, fecures thefe 
*¢ benefits to thofe particular per- 
‘6 fons, who agree to, and 
“ perform the conditions of it 
‘in the facraments of baptifm 
‘© and the Lorn’s /upper. 

Weare now come to the fourth 
propefition, which fets forth the 
promifes made, and privileges an- 
nexed to the worthy receiving of 
the Lorp’s /fupper. Having 
anfwered the objections againt 
admitting any fuch thing, Mr. 
Bowyer proceeds to fhew what 
benefits are annexed to the wort 
performance of this duty, whi 
are the pardon of paft fins: the 
affiftance of the holy Spirit for the 
time to come, or an increafe of 
grace to enable us to overcome 
them, and nourifhment unto eternal 
life. 

The queftion firft propofed is, 
whether there be any outward 
vifible fign, appointed by CHRIST 
himfelf, as a means to convey 
forgivenefs of fins committed atter 
aptifm. ‘* We have, fays Mr. 
“© Bowver, fuch. an” outward, 
66 vifibla 
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“ « eile fer ordained by Cunist | “* crament,” We fhall not 
and of which he fays, | detain our readers with an enquiry 


ae . ¥ covenant im my 
“6 ploed, which 1s foed ogee you —— 
« fr mary — for 
«of fins Now if thefe 00" 
“ prove, as has been fhewn, 
“ that this isa covenanting rite, 
“ and that remiffion of fins is part 
“ of this covenant: if this cup 


“ communicates to us the blood of 


“ Curist, 1 ¢. all the bene- 
“ fits of Curist’s blood fthed 
« for us, 2s has alfo been fhewn, 
“one of which is emg ; 
“then the conf 

“ plain and undeniable that this 
“ is a means of conveying re- 
‘* miffion of fins to the worthy 
“ partakers thereof.” 

For the fupport of this do¢trine, } / 
the words of our Saviour, ‘fobm 
xx. 23. Whofefeeuer fins ye re- 
mit, &c. are explained as a com- 


miffion to the apoftles, and. their | 


lawful fucceffors to remit or retain 
fins in the right and due admin 
firation of the two facraments, 
or by refuling the benefit of them 
to perfons not well prepared and 
qualified, So that admiffion to 
the facraments is the only plenary 
— requir’d ; tho’ the.chureh 

England feems, in fome cafes 
at leaft, to require ad abfelatvom 


-ptevious to communion. Ac- 


cordingly, Mr. Bewyer takes the. 
known ftory of Serapion to be full 
. in purpole, *‘* He had lapfed 

* in the time of perfecution, and 

‘not being admitted again to 
ss the communton, till he lay on 
“his death-bed, is faid to be | 
“ abfiued by receiving the fa- 





* Exhortation before Commugion Service, 


imto the juftnefs of the tranflation 
of the words from Eujebius, but 
preceed with our author, who is 
pofitive he has the practice and 
belief of the primitive church on 
his fide ; that daptifm and the 
Lonn’s /upper are the only out- 
ward means given and ordain’d by 
Curist himjelf for the remiffion 
of fins, To this purpofe, he 
produces two from St. 
Chryfftom ; one fetting forth the 
necefiity of receiving the — 
eucharift ; the other, fairly tran- 
lated, runs thus: Some /aying that 
tt is not fafe for them to approach 
baptifm, if there is no fecond re- 
mifin he that it a 
fuch as have finned to partake 
0 i myfteries, unlefs there be a 
i remiffion, =e which it 
is concluded, that St. Chry/offom 
“¢. plainly intimates that it was his 
‘¢ opinion, and the opinion of 
‘¢ chriftians in his time, that 
“* baptifm and the Lorp’s fupper 
“© were inftituted means, and the 
“¢ only two inftituted means of 
“© abfalation.”” ‘This is followed 
by fome reflections on the do&rine 
of the church of Rome in 
to the effects of the eucharifi, and 
the doétrine of abjolution. If the 
Romani/ts have extended the pow- 
er of abjolution too far, our author 
is of opinion that many Prote/lants 
are miftaken, when they will not 
allow CuRrist has given his 
minifters any power, in any re- 
{fpect, by any means, to convey 
the forgivenets of dins. 


This doétrine being laid down 
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and explain’d, Mr. Bowyer ex- 
amines the objeétions brought 

init it in the Plain Account. 
Am ong other things, the author 
of that treatife had faid, the pub- 
hic office of the church of England 
does not fuppofe the wort/y par- 
taking of the Lorp’s /upper does 
itfelt operate this forgivene/s 5 but 
it is made part of a prayer to Gop 
that they, who have partaken of 
it may obtain remifhon of their 
fins, and all other benefits, &c. 
On the contrary, fays Mr. Bow- 
yer, our church, in this fame 
office, plainly afcribes it to the 
worthy partaking of this facra- 
ment ; for which he quotes the 
exhortation to the communicants, 
the prayer immediately following 
the preface, and one of the prayers 
appointed to be read after the 
Lorn’s prayer. Hence it is 
concluded, ** whatever the words 
** cited by the aforefaid author 
fignify, it is plain that the 
church does not mean that 
remiffion of fins is not already 
obtained by the worthy com- 
municant, except fhe contra- 
diéts herfelf..... ‘That, after 
all, this petition plainly relates 
to the final remiffon at the 
laft day when only we 
can obtain all ether benefits of 
Curist’s paffion. 


The fecond privilege annexed 
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to a due performance of this duty, 
is the ailiftance of Gop’s Holy | 
Spirit..... the increafe of grace, | 
to enable to overcome ; a | 
privilege acknowledged by all 

chriftian churéhes. Mr. Bowyer 
_— this fufficiently proved by | 
the texts of 


oak particu! 


US 


fcr} ipture  alre: dy 
arly under the firtt | 


‘and third propofitions ; fo that he 


does little more here than retor 
his author’s objections ; and then 
proceeds to the third privilege, 
viz. nourifhment to efterna/ life; 
which he fhews from {feveral texts 
is a doctrine deliver’d by our Sa. 
viour with great variety of ex. 
preffions, affirmatively and nega. 
tively, efpecially in the fixth ¢ 
ter of St. fobn. ** Upon the 
** words of our Saviour, fays Mr, 
Bowyer, is this doctrine chiefly 
grounded: upon thefe words 
the moft primitive fathers, with 
one confent, do teach that this 
facramental meat and drinks 
the principle of a happy refur- 
rection, the nourifhment to 
eternal life. 
The importance of the duty 
of communicating, of frequently 
receiving this boly facrament, the 
fubje&t of the fifth propofition, is 
evident from what has been ad- 
vanced under the former propo 
fitions. It is farther manifef 
from the exprefs command of 
Jesus Curist, Do thsi 
remembrance of me. ** Tho’ this 
** be a pofitive command, as out 
author very juftly oblerves, yet 
we are as much obliged to obey 
it, to perform this, as much as 
to perform any moral duty. 
For whefaever shall keep the 
whole law, and offend in me 
point (wilfully) he is guily of 
all, James ii. 10. The rea 
fon is the fame which the 
= spoke here gives ; u he authori- 
© ty of the law-civer.” To this 


added the text of St. Paul, 
; wu, &e. 
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which in the Englifh veriion is 
render’d, Fie being many are 
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ART. 20. 
bread and one body ; for we are all 
hers of that ane bread. Our 
guthor, who is not alone in this 
point, thinks the words fhould 
rather be tranflated, becaufe there 
is one bread, we being many are 
oe body, &c. The text, thus 
read, contains a ftrong proof of 
the importance of the doctrine 
here delivered. It afcribes our 
being one body to our partaking of 
this one bread: it gives the one as 
a reafon for the other : it plainly 
intimates that we are living mem- 
bers of CHrist by partaking, 
and only by partaking of this 
me bread ; and confequently, that 
they who do not partake of this 
oxe bread, are not living members 
of Curaist. This reafoning is 
enforced by comparing the ex- 
prefion here ufed with that of 
being baptized into one body, in 
order to make us members of 
Curist. How fevere foever 
this doctrine may appear, it was 
that of the primitive church, and 
the primitive practice was agreea- 
ble to it, as our author obferves ; 
hone were then reckon’d among 
the number of faithful, but com- 
mumcants, none elfe were per- 
mitted to join in all the public 
prayers, | 
The neceffity of frequent com- 
munion arifes from the nature of 
the duty itfelf, as explain’d in the 
foregoing part of this treatife. 
The practice of the apoftles and 
firit chriftians, among whom the 
celebration of the eucharif? always 
Was a conitant itated part of the 
public fervice, being urged, it is 
ake, “* fince their practice is 
i thought a fuficient ground for 
the perpetual obfervation of the 
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*¢ Lorp’s day, on which they 
“* met to break bread; why is it 
*¢ not equally fo for the admini- 
‘< ftration of the Lorp’s /upper 
** on every Lorp’s day? If it 
“6 is faid, there is no command 
** for the latter, may it not 
*¢ equally be faid, there is no 
*¢ command for the former ; and 
*¢ that there is equal authority 
*¢ for both?” 

The author of the Plain M- 
count quotes Aéts ii. 42, and xx, 
7. where it is faid that the firft 
converts continued in the apofiles 
dogtrine and fellowfhip, and in 
breaking of bread and prayers: 
that upon the firft day of the week 
they came together to break bread. 
He allows that thofe texts are to 
be underftood of the Lorv’s /up- 
per; but declares that 44s ii. 46. 
muft be underftood of eating in 
common, in the ordinary fenfe 
of the term. Here Mr. Bowyer 
afks, “* Why mu/? it? when the 
** word does evidently fignify 
“¢ the temple, and is fo tranflated, 
“© Luke xi. 51.” And the phrafe 
xat’ oxov Cannot fignify from houje 
to houfe, but may and muff rather 
fignity the place of religious wor- 
foip. To all this it is added, that 
the writer under examination, 
does not at all infift on the duty 
of frequent communion, that he 
does not much infift on the duty 
of communicating itfelf, which 
might have been expected from 
one who pretends to give an ac 
count of the nature and end of the 
Lorp’s fupper ; and that the 
tendency of his book is to lead 
men to the negleé?, nay even to 
the contempt of this holy rite. 


The 
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The duty of previous examina- 
tion and holy preparation, confidered 
as the laft thing propofed, is here 
fhewn to follow neceflarily from 
the former propofitions, Our 
author treats of them beth diftinct- 
ly ; but more largely of the latter. 
Under the article of examination, 
he confiders the meaning of St. 
Paul’s admonition, Let @ man 
examine himpelf, and jf let him 
cat, &e. 1. Cor. xi. 28. The 
original word, ¢cxuxf«, as is here 
obterved, fignifies to examine, to 
make trial, and to approve our- 
felves ; which admits of feveral 
kinds or degrees. We may ap- 
frove ourfelves to our own con- 
iciences, to others, and to Gop. 
"That the word ts here to be taken 
in the fulleft and highett fenfe, 1s 
proved at large. In the New 
Teftament it ts frequently ren- 
dered to prove or approve, and 
never to examme but in the text 
before us. ‘This approbation, not 
only to our own confciences, but 
to Gop, may require great length 
of time, as is fhewn from an 
ciumeration of the crimes, which 
the apoftle cenfures in the Co- 
rinthians. Whence it is concluded 
that if we take the command of 
St. Paxd to mean no more than 
there feems no occa- 
fion ot his giving or their receiving 
this command, to examine them- 
felves whether they were guilty or 
not of things which were notorious, 
and of which he plainly accufes 
them ; he mutt = therefore be 


to examine, 


underftood to mean that, after 
examination into their inward 
difpohitions, they fhould make 
feral of thei resertore truly of 


their fins, ll they efproved them- 
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felves, not only unto their ow 
confciences, but unto others, anf 
unto Gop alfo; that they wer 
truly penitent. 

The author of the Plain 4. 
count, feems fometimes to exprej 
himtelf fo ambiguoufly, and ( 
inconfiftently, that Mr. Bowe 
declares it difficult to underftang 
and more difficult to recone 
him with himfelf, But, as it may 
be fuppofed the propo/itions, ang 
the arguments offered for the; 
fupport, contain that author’ 
meaning, they are here examine 
briefly and judicioufly ; and it} 
made appear that the examination, 
required by St. Paul, does ne 
relate only to intemperance ani 
indecency of behaviour at the tiny 
of receiving. 

‘The preparation required fer 
partaking worthi of this holy 
facrament, coniifts in nothin 
more or lefs than in feeping or 
bapti/mal covenant wi ole and wt- 
defiled, or tf we have lroten tt 
in renewing and confirming it agai 
by repentance. ** That nothin 
*€ more is required appears, net 
only from the nature of th 
** thing, the dapti/mal vow om 
“© taining the wrole duty of 3 
“© chrifian ; but from the practice 
** of he primitive church, whi 
‘** immediately admitted baptized 
** perfons to confirmation and © 
** the holy communion,.... Tht 
** nothing lefs is required, | 
“* evident in that if we wilful 
“* break, and live in the brea 
** of our bapti/mal covenant... 
“ we are no longer in a ftate® 
** favour and communion We 
‘“< Gop, &-.” But what ** 
the fins which violate the caver”, 
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of hapti/my and make us unfit for 

ie LORD’ s Supper? ¢¢ Prefump- 
« tuous fins, fays our author, 
« fins peilbull y committed, one 
« a@of the greater fins, or the 
« going on 2. a continual courte 
« of fin and w ickednefs, nay w i]- 
« ful habits of the lefler {Lns, 
“ and daily commiifons of them.” 
Such notorious offenders, as Mr 

Raper rightly oblerves, were not 
cdaitted to communion upon their 
open profedlion of repentance, 
gach lefs on the ealy terms of 
the Plain Account; no: the pri- 
mitive Church put ‘wane to open 
penance; and required them by their 
atward behaviour, tor aconfide- 
mole time, to gIVe a prvol of 
thir inward converfion, ** Vhis, 
“ fays Mr. Bowyer, is that godh 
“ djfapline in the primitive Courch, 
“which our own withes to be 
“ teftored s were her rubric and 
“orders ftrictly obferved, d/ci- 
“ slime would not be at fo low 
“an ebb as now it is.”’ Sce 
the rubric before the coranunion 
bruce; and Canon xxvi. A.D. 
603. 

From the wniverfal and ea: ly 
practice of the Church of Curist 
Hthis particular, it is juftly pre- 
wad, that thofe texts of fciip- 
we, On Which fhe grounds her 
aim to this power, snd her itrict 

tion of preparation, are rightly 
underftood. Such are chiefly 
Matt, xvill, 17, 18, Tobun xx. 
2}. 2 Cor. vii. g, 10. To which 
i added the cafe of the incedtuous 
Corinthian, Our author, havi ing 
“ation to mention cof: fia 
among the penitential Ads re- 


} ied by WwW: ay ot pr ‘ parati é ‘On, ob- 


x 'vec of 
's this is to be made not only 
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unto Gop but unto men; conf/5 


16. es ho’ t 





our fins one to another, James Vv. 
this pre ahtice of the 
‘ primitive Church 1s not likely 
“© to be reflored ; vet it is in the 
“© power of private chriftians, it 
*¢ is ther duty, fays our author, 
“© in obedience to this command 
“© of Gov.” The doctrine here 
infifled on is to difagreeable to 
the prefent tafte, even of many 
who profets themfelves members 
of the Church of £ngland , which 
tho’ fhe does not ri voroufly infitt 
on private Cort elfiain fy Vet recom- 
mends it; that Mr. Bowyer thinks 
it neceflary to /ercen himielf under 
the authority of the 
Marfhall, and thote who are cited 
by him in his penitential difcislinie, 
The authorities by him ee cod in 
favour of private confificn are the 
Augujfia 
Zanchy, The power of the keys being 
farther fupj yorted by other texts 
of the New 7. fament, our au- 
thor proceeds to fhew that the 
honour of the Church, the cood 


late d ctor 


contefhon, Calvin and 


of others, and the advantace of 


the finner himfelf require that 
luch, as have been uaholy, fhould 
undergo a ftri&t trial, and give 
good evidence of their convertion 
before they are admitted to com- 
munion. 

Mr. Bowyer having thus endea- 
vour ¢ to eftablith true notions of 

vorthy preparation, thinks it will 
he more eafy to correct thofe 
that are fulfe and dangerous. Of 
this fort are the notrons {tarted in the 
Plain Account. Va oppolition to 
them, our author maxes a parti- 
cular application of feveral thin 


he had laid in the forecoin pant 
2 sie wen oe Cn 
of this treatife; and Conhirms his 
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own motions of prepar ation, which 
are indeed thofe of every ferious 
chriftian, who has read the /ortp- 
ture, or his catech:/m, by the qua- 
lifications, which (sod 
exprefly required, and the pious 
Jjrael: les thoug rhe neceflary in or- 
= to eating the pa/Jover worthily, 
This being performed ina {trong 
and natural manner, Mr. Bowyer 
quotes a long paflage from the 
Plain Account, in which it ts faid 
that what had been advanced in 
that book ** doth not feem to 
‘* imply any thing contrary to 
‘© the difcipline of f chriftians in 
“© Fuflin Mlartyr’s time , who 
“6 — us, that they only were 


“6 allowed to par take of the eucha- 
é¢ rift who lived as CHRIST 
“© commanded; andthatthis general 


«© and loofe expreffion is declared 
‘© by the moft learned writers, 
© who ule it, to be meant only 
© of an obedience to 
* Crurist’s laws, In re- 
ply to this, it Is cbiireed that the 
author feems to exprefs himfelf, 
as if he would it thought 
there Were no other authorities in 
the firft ages of chriftianity but 
Fuftin Alarty’s tor i this 


provi 
‘ ‘ 
; lit - 
point ol difcipline, 


umn per) fe é} 


e af ** 
oT a 


have 


Mr. Reowver, 


however, fupplies the defect in 
his margin wath a cloud of dluftri- 
7 {uc h aS St. Cie 


ous witnelles ement, 
» ot. I) CN@MuUS, 


Heo Mathys St. lenati 


himielf 
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ve St. Cyprian, St. Chryfy 
tom, Ambrofe, and St. Asi 
tin. He then produces the paflae 

f “fuftin Martyr in the o rigina, 
oak an Englifh tranflation of it, 
where it appears that it is pro. 
nounced as unlawful for a maz, 
who doth not live as CHRIST com 
manded, as tor unbeltevers and y. 
baptized perfons, to partake of the 
eucharift, 

The True Account, &c. con- 
cludes with a pathetic expotition 
of the pernicious tendeucy of th 
doctrine contain’d in the Ply 
Account; fuch as hardening fin- 
ners in their fing by removing 
the greatett ieales to it: the 
profanation and proftitution o 
the holy Sacrament : encouraging 
unbelievers to deride this holy in. 
flitution: confirming the Quake: 
in their contempt of this mof 
holy ordinance : reviving Sociniar 
notions: hardening the common 
Papi/isintheir /uper/irtraus notions; 
and furnifhing their pee 
an argument againft the Church 
of Eng "land : encouraging the non 
communicant in his and 
difcouraging the communicat 
from taking due care in prepar 
tion, “Terrible confequences it 
deed! but fuch as the book here 
examined is but too wel! know: 
to have produced. 
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ARTICLE XxXI. 


La Egaremens 
MeEILcouR. 


du Coeur & de VEfprit; ou Memoires de Mr. ve 
Premiere partie. A Paris, chez Prault, fils. 1736. 
That is, The Errors of the Heart and ‘fudzment ; 


or, Memoirs of 


Mr. pE MEILCOUR. Part the Firft. Printed at Paris for Prault, 


junior. 17: 
° ’ 
gation, aud Preface, 


» rave one of thefe two 


Fe \fan who writes can on- 


« views, to pleafe or to inftruct. 
« Tris the happinels of very few 
“ authors to be able to do both. 
‘ He, who undertakes to tnftruct, 


‘nd toa- 


“ either will not condet> 
“ mufe his readers, Or hos rot fac 
“talent fur doing it: the ciuter- 
“taining writer has not itrengch 
* enough for inttricting ; hence it 
“ neceflarily follows that 2 
“js always dry, the latte: 
“trifling.” This is the yudicio. 
election, with which Mr. Cre- 
ulm, fon to the celebrated Mr. 
Creulion, of the French Acacemy, 
opens his preface to the book before 
us, 

Romances are commonly = mon- 
hrous compofitions of extrat agant 
characters, and furpriiing events. 
for which reafon they are juflly 
Yeated with contempt by men 
f fenfe. Our ingenious author, 
Mwever, is of Opiton that this 
tnd of writing might be render- 
Sextremely ufeful, were it well 
Managed ; were it, like a come- 
*y, made a lively and natural re- 
refentation of human life, acen- 
mre on vices and follies, “he 
Sowing piece is formed on this 
Pao, Mr. de Meileaur, the hero of 
is rational romance, is to appear, 
athe firft and fecond parts of it, 





e former 








1730. Oéttavo. Containing 174 Pazes, exclufive of the De- 


which are to contain his firft a- 
mours, a young gentleman full of 
fimplicity, without art or difguife, 
and unacquainted with the world, 
In the fegucl we are to fee him 
full of falfe ideas, giving into a 
thoufand extravagancies, and that 
lefs by his own inclinations, than 
by the influence of perfons who 
have an intereft in corrupting his 
heart and mind. At lalt, he is 
to be reformed, and owe all his 

i tues toa valuable lady, The 
characters are fo finely drawn, 
ihe pauions fo well touched, and 
the ih'e is fo beautiful, that we 
with ioipatienee expect the re- 
inainder of thele entertaining and 
iiftructive memoirs, 

The young adventurer enters 
into the world, at the age oi fe- 
venteen, with all the advantages, 
which can recommend him to the 
crand monde. ais tather had left 
him in pofleffion of a title, and heir 
to a coninlerable eflate. He is by 
nature inclined to think, at leaft, 
as well of huniclt as he deferves; 
if his mother could not quite cure 
him of his pride and vanity, at 
leaft fhe obliged him to lay fome 
reftraint on them. At his firft 
appearing in the world the idea of 
pleafure 1s the only one that 
ftrikes his mind. The little em- 
ployment ufually civen tu perfons 
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‘ar, and blatted her 













taken from remances, our youne 
eentieman converfes with the ]3. 
about half a year, defirous of 


loving, but ignorant of the may 


dics 


ner of eneacing their affeétion rea! 
He then begins to feel himfelf par. 0 
ticulary attracted by one [gd n 


a ges ee 
whom he fees almott every day, . 


cither at her own houfe, or at hj il 
mother s. . 
Ihe marchionefs de Lur/ay (fr 
that was the lady’s namMc Was 2 ng 
Widow, had form rly been a cov k 
fet. idevene raced In tome ¢g } 


ner Aniutrigue, which took 


reputation, hed 


aguguited her of tne nos 
‘ 
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got immediately in her power, 


fe had not converted long with | 


Ms, de Metlcour, before fhe un- 
Jerftood iis character, and the 
eafors he might have for fearing 


‘own apafion, he might have | 


opinipn, that, in ordes to gain 
ad fecure him, it would be pro- 
ty difiemble her love for him 


yi 


conceived, She was thegelore OF 


ng as pofible ; that the more 
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loon, often repent 
‘bane to daity in their fubmif- 
jon, Phis arttul Jady own’d 
i lov Ing ; but 
of her 
red fo many qua- 
. . e © 4 

ations in the objeét that could 


+ kp eyed 
wh bihag ash ild 
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nace tie congueit 
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Vi bkg adage 
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talked of fo fin- 
nanner of loving, that our 
Young gentieman trembled whein- 
‘thought of attempting her, 
Atter as0ut two months con- 
ation, mavaine de Lurfay find- 
4 ler lover {tupid and bafhful, 
eS an Opportunity of talking of 
Wty and in the moft artful man- 
“imaginable obliges him to dif- 
wer his pailion, ‘This is related 
*t the utmoit beauty and deli- 
““}; as are the perplexities of Mr. 
* Meucour and the refined artifices 
’ Mei r ‘ ‘To give Our reader a 
“amplete idea of her character, we 
ative the loliowing reflections. 
| A woinan, when young, is more 
; ifiected with the pleafure of in- 

Png, than igeling a paffion. 
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What fhe calls terderne/s, is moft 
commonly no more than a 
quick taite, which determines 
her tiran ith jf, 
aimufes her for atinre: is ex- 


fooner Jo c 


tinguifhed infenibly and with- 
Gut regret. “ihe merit of gain- 
Ing one lover {oi cver, Is not 
fo confiderable in her way of 
thinking, as that of holding 
Rather 
: fulpe: {v Divs 6. sn 

In ul pen Cy, than MtACU, Ci le 
tinualiy acting with caprice, 
fhe thinks lefS of the ! 
ii€ t Wn Oo CIs Le | clin MWlil 5 hd 
pofleiles her, than ot him who 


fhe wifhes in poflefion of her. 


feveral in her chains. 


She always expects pleature, 
and never enjoys it: fhe takes 
a love r lebs 

him amiable, than to preve 
herfeli fo: fhe often knows him 
fhe Icaves no 


becaule tie think 3 


better than hes 
fucceilor, Perhaps, had fhe keps 
him longer, the weuld have 
loved him, But is it her fault 
if fhe is not contiant ? A hand 
fome woman depends much lets 
on herfelf than on certain cir- 
cumfiances; and it uniorty 
nately happens, there are to 
many, fo unioreicen, fo pict 

fing, that we are not to be 
furpriied, that, after io man 

amours, fhe knows neither love 
nor her own heart. 

«© Ts fhe arrived at an aze when 
her charms begin to decluie, 
when men, looking oa het 
with indifference, let her know, 
by the coldnefs of their behavi- 
our, that they fhail foon fee 
her only with diiguft ? She 
thinks of preventing the mif- 
fortune. Formerly fecure that in 
changing lovers fhe only chan- 
ged plealures ; too happy now 
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fay, when fhe 


¢< if fhe can keep the only one 
“« fhe pofleffes ; ; the difficulty of 
*¢ her conqueft makes it v aluable. 
$~Conftant, from the contidera- 
“¢ tion of the lofs fhe muft fuftain 
** by not being fo, her heart by 
“6 degrees accuftoms its felf to a 
«© rational way of thinking. Obhi- 
“6 ged by decency to avoid all 
ah that might — to diftraét or 
“© corrupt her; that fhe may not 
** fink into downright infipidity, 
‘© fhe finds it neceflary to give 

** herfelf up entirely ‘to love 

** which having, in the former 
** part of her life, been a mo- 
*¢ mentary employment, con- 
** founded with a thoufand others, 
becomes now her only remedy. 
*¢ She indulges it to ‘madnefs ; 
and what we imagine a wo- 
“¢ man’s lait whim, ts very often 
‘© her firft paffion.” Such were 
the difpofitions of madame de Lur- 
formed the defign 


of en rapine Mr. de M. 11 our’s ai- 


mm fuch a manner as make, the 
‘ ‘xperienced lover re 


However, he vilits her the next 
dav. bust at a time waen he has 
roatonm to fuppote fhe will | 
saved in company. " attcéts a 
the ladv., who fer 

foon make 

is muftrefs of 


cold aac but 
through the 
bim fentible that fhe 
his heart, and lets him fee that he 

not indifferent to her. He 
her a fecond time with 
the fame retolutions ; but find 
t tmpoflible to fhake off his 
chain; goes to her houfe affoon 

poilible, fully determined to 

f 


ree S 
difgutle, 


{wear he adores her, and is ready | 
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to fubmit to her own term, 
Madame de Lurfay not being 2 
home, he goes to the opera, 
where he fees a beautifi] Veung 
lady with two other ladies 
This new object ftrikes him, 
throws him into tran{ports ; apg 
he imagines himfelf  paflionately 
in love with the unknown chy. 
mer. Not being able to get any 
information concerning her, fy 
goes home full of agrag He 
thinks of Madame ¢ Lurfay; 
but imagines he can now behold 
her with — indifference. T hat 
lady comes in, 
the utmoft confunon : 
divided between — her 
unknown ; but the thought 

the latter as more agreeable. Two 
days being fpent in queft of th 
far unknown, and endeavouring 
to forget madame de Lur/ay, te 
makes a vifit to madame de Me 


throws him int 
he ftands 
and th 


, 


cour, takes an opportunity 
talking to him in private, expoftu- 
lates with him on his late abtenee, 


increafes his perplexity, and gi 
him the rendeavons for the next 
day. Mr. de Merlour, whok 
thoughts are {trongly employ’d on 
the unknown, renews his enque 
ries; but in vain. He then Cus 

Thutlleries, walks in th 
labyrinth, here he hears t 
voice of two women ; and having 
placed himfeif fo as not to k 
arreeably furprifet 
them the dea 


Into the 


difcover’d, 1s 
to find one of 
unknown, She was talking wit 
whom. he ba 


one of the ladie ‘ 

feen with her at the opera, 3% 
’ ‘* - . : ~h ww 
defending herfelf againft a chart 


of receiving an imprefhon from 
an unknown gentle ‘man ; which 


fhe perigrms in a — 
pew 


















































Ant. 20. 
fhe is not infenfible to the 


ges of his perfon, Mr, de 
Meileour would willingly perfuade 
himfelf he was the man ; but the 
dicourfe is not particular enough 
» give him the defired aflurance. 
He follows her to the Pont Roval, 
where fhe fteps into her coach, 
snd leaves him in the utmoft con- 
«ion, He returns home, more 
. love than ever, and convinced 
tat his regard for madame de 
Luray was only fuch as men ufu- 
ily profefs for every handfome 
woman. However, he goes to 
dat lady’s houfe; but fo late that, 
not expecting him, fhe had re- 
flved to fee company. She re- 
cies him coldly: he returns an 
ir of indifference ; and makes 
no apologies. Her drefs, her 
ees, her whole behaviour ftag- 
er his refolutions, Obferving 
tne imprefiion fhe had made on 
him, fhe improves the opportuni- 
ty, and detains him a confaderable 
time after the reft of her vifiters 
were gone. His timidity returns, 
teknows not how to make his 
advantage of his prefent fituation, 
teats the lady with profound re- 
ixtt, utters proteftations of 
ontancy, and returns home. 

The next day, as he is on the 
mont of vifiting madame de Lur- 
”, the count de Verfac comes to 
khis mother, “That gentleman, 
* whom our author will have 
"quent occafion to fpeak in the 
quel of thefe memoirs, was a 
trceful perfon, of very agreeable 
Cnverfation. Adored by all the 
Women, whom he deceived and 
rauied at perpeti aly, Vain, ini- 
nous, hot-headed : the 
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was feen ; and perhaps the more 
agreeable in their eyes for thofe 
very faults. He had been feveral 
years in the practice of conquering 
the moft infenfible ladies, fixing 
the mot volatile coquets, and dif- 
placing the beft eftablifhed lovers ; 
or, if he chanced to mifcarry in 
his attempt, he always knew how 
to turn matters fo well to his own 
advantage, that the lady’s reputa- 
tion fufter’d as much as if fhe had 
forfeited her honour. He _ had 
framed an extraordinary jargon of 
his own, which, tho’ ftrained, 
carried a natural air, He gave a 
new beauty to all he related after 
others; and no man could repeat 
what he faid in the fame manner. 
He had formed the graces of his 
perfon as well as thofe of his wit ; 
and knew how to give himtelt 
thofe charms, which can neither 
be imitated nor defcribed. That 
happy impertinence feem’d a gift 
of nature, which fhe could beftow 
on him alone, Richly drefled, 
and always withtafte and grandeur, 
he had the air of aman of quality, 
even when he moft affected it. 
Mr. de Meileour never faw this 
gentlemen, but he ftudied him, 
and endeavour’d to copy  thofe 
grand airs which he admired in 
him. Madame de Meileour, who 
thought every thing ridiculous 
that was not natural, abfolutely 
forbid her fon to converfe with 
Mr. de Kerfac. ‘Vhis troublefome 
viliter enters: after a carelefs bow 
to the lady, and a fort of nod to 
the young gentleman, he talks of 
indifferent things, and then falls 
foul of the reputation of fo many 
perfons, that madame de A/eilcour 
afks him what all the world Lad 
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done to him that could provoae 
him to rail at every oue he knew. 
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“ that has never been | 
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Verjac, gocs on in dis ufual ftrain By before 2?” Mr. de Meiko 
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and madame de Lurfaj samoursare | fired at this difcourie, and & iM 


sclated probably with fome exagye- 
ration. ** Does the think, fays he, 
“ with ber Plato, whom the net- 


other particulars to the | 
pole, haftens to madame a 
with an intention of | 


'v\F 
sahil p! f. 
6 94 
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© ther underftands nor follows, fhe | venged on her fur the rid ne 
¢* can impole on usin regard to her | refpect fhe had obliged him 
“ private remlezvous ; and that} entertain for her ——— Hur yy 
“ we fha i, in that port be as {| mult wait for the publication 








** ealily deceived as young fellows, | the fecond part, before we q 
“ who, unacqu tainted with the | inform our readers wha palted a 
‘© nature or number of her in- | that lady’s houfe on this 
“© trigues, think they are adoring | occafion. 

“© the moit venerable of goddef- 
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HF firft volume of St. Ephrem’s works was printed at th 
Vatican in 1732. The fecond and third are now 1m the pr 
‘he wh he publifhed under the direction of cardinal Qvirix “ Wi 
make fix volumes in Fado. 
Mr. Sa/viorx, bookfeller of this city, has lately publifined Epic 
Greve Pulecgraphia, & de reéta Graeci Sermonis pronunciat 


fertation. That is, d difertation on the ancient manner of wri 
-« - 
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Csreck, and } I 4 {rue ?? aNcteatt )] of that lang Thad ae | Wn a(S 


Written by the eserendl ratnes Greg: rid, a B. ifilian monk in tk 
monaltery ot Groita Ferrata. 

We have here a new treatife in Qua wio, entitled De vera Rulicm, 
a Crejar contra Romanum | inter dié um prayece That is couar® 


in, which Coelar puffed ag rainfe the Prohibition ¢ 
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